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" HE N your Majeſty ſhall con- 


- deſcend to honour the follow. 
ing pages with a gracious peruſal, the 
_ virtues of a Roman monarch—the 
| huſband of Egeria—will appear fo 
immediately ſimilar to thoſe of 4 
BRTrisu Kino, your. Majeſty's illu- 
ſtrious Conſort, as not only to invite, hy 
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sand excuſe the idea of a parallel, bu ny 
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1 to encourage that alſo of a them "A. 
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at your Royal 
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. 0 equity, mercy, bounty, and modera- 200-3 
5 * tion, Numa ſecured the felici city of 85 
wo his ſubjects, do not the attributes 9 
3 k which flouriſh round the throne of a -F 
BRUNSWICK, diffuſe, among a people . 
not leſs deſerving and grateful, biet. . 
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and a maſter, the aſpiring ſovereign 
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= of an infant ſtate became an exalted 


example of privateimitation, in what 


. * 
7 Y 1 
d 1 x N 1 
1 47 
iy « — 0 


es exalted point of view, can a na: 


\ _ 1 ron „ 44 4 ; - - k 
N 75 1 1 
1 P T if { * y 
" - e 
Ls © Rs 1 oth af ns o E 


— 


n., 
= W * | s 
„ N * e 
„ 1 4 


n Toke 
Woe 
* . 


"DEDICATION: 


tion; meliorated by time and ſcience, 
behold the domeſtic virtues of its 
own unrivalled Monarch.. 

The affinity too, between thoſe 
endowments which adorn your - 
LOVED SELF, and thoſe aſcribed to the 
ROMAN PRINCESS, is not leſs bw. 
able and exact. Like you, Madam, 
the Wife of Numa reigned in the 
heart, and ſhared the bleſſings of a 
delighted people—like Yours, her 
virtues were unnumbered and unwea- 
ried! va 


_ 
- = * 
2 

* N 
— 4 * 


. 
—— — 


1 ; => — 
— —— + <«- 


. 


— 


3 4 - * + 
338  >Ix>; 


— 
oa.” * 


"I" IAG IAOET,N 
N wt 
17 z 857 1 . 5 15 N * W. *% 78 > Wm 


£5 - 
e OD RY 
- f : N 
40 1 * + l \ 
\ P | * 
1 * f - 
1 ©. 
= - | "8 1 ** A « 
0 . F G 8 
4 * * 1 LP 
1 ®. o : - © * 
, o * 
4 o 11 4 23 
" : „ 
7 * 


VI © DEDICATION. 


* 


"7 


veneration, an ANTIQUE MIRROR, in 


which the qualities of MopERN Rovy= . 7 
ALTY, are ſo juſtly delineated; and 0 74 


with it, the gratitude of a faithful 
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BOOK I. 


the blood royal, deſcended from the Sa- 
bines, —He relates the hiſtory of his 
mother Pompilia—mforms Numa of the 
44 death of his parents. An account of the 
war between the Romans and Sabines.—' 
3 An alliance between the two people. — Thie 
2 education of Numa in the temple of Ce- 
res. Tze order of the goddeſs to ſend him 
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2 to Rome. Numa vi ſits his mother s tomb. 


—The parting of Tullus and Numa. 


N the country of the Sabines, there is 
refed, in the middle of a an ancient foreſt, 
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NUMA POMPILIUS. 


Tullus, kigh-prieſt of Ceres, educates Numa, 


who is ſuppoſed to be his ſon. —The feſti- 
val of. Ceres. —Tullus informs Numa, 
that he is the ſon of Pompilius, prince of 


OT far from the city of Cures, in 


2 NUMA POMPILIVUE: [Boon r 


a i dedicated to Ceres. The elms, 
7 W BA ſurrouhd it, are as wi 
a entirely ſhade the edifice; and the river 
_ Cures, after waſhing its walls wanders 
through the gardens of the adjacent bouſes. 
In this holy retreat the prieſts of the god- 
deſs, with their women and children, paſs 
tddeir days in prayer or labour, reclining 
on the boſom of affeſtion. Protetted by 
the divinity whom they worſhip, nouriſhed - 

; by the earth which they cultivate, beloved 
by their wives, whoſe conſtant ſtudy is to 
make them happy, bleſſed by their child- g 
ren, in peace with themſelves, they enjoy 

ad life. of ſerene repoſe, without either tie 


fear or viſh. of ging: ys 
1 ; I q 4 8 


- 


Taz venerable Tullus en as 
big gh-pricſt. At the age of eighty youu 


| 


Box) NUMA ;POMPILIUS, 3 


he exerciſed the ſovereign prieſthood 
with all the zeal of a young man, and all 
the indulgence of an old one. Eſteemed 


by thoſe with whom he lived, reſpeRted by 
all be net) ies he whe feutobodl by 


the wicked. Favoured by the gods, a ſin- 
cere friend to man, ſelf never occupied a 
particle of his thoughts ; his prayers were 
always in behalf of the widow and the or- 
phan. If the citizens of Cures, or the in- 
habitants of the adjacent country, met with 
misfortunes, if any uneaſineſs took place 
in families, they immediately reſorted to the 
holy foreſt in ſearch of Tullus. If he heard 


they were retarded upon the road, the good 


old man would go and conduct them. He 


liſtened to the long and painful relation of 
their ſorrows without ever ſeeming weary; 
and, if he could not entirely extricate them 
| from their difficulties, he would afliſt, ad- 

B 2 X viſe, 


1 NUMA 'POMPILIVUS.'fBedefe 


viſe, and comfort them. - The unfortunate 
always quitted him leſs wretched, their 
minds being greatly relieved ; whilſt Tul- 
lus, who thought he had done nothing, 
would proſtrate himſelf before the god- 
deſs, and 1 Wig We her for the 
Weg : $ 2130 

"RY having no wife, his whole af- 
fections were centered in Numa. Heaven 


ſeemed to acknowledge and reward' the 


virtues of the old man, by the gifts he 


Heaped on his adored. Numa had ſcarcely :, 


attained his ſixteenth year ; and though he 
excelled in all the graces, his greateſt orna+ 


ment was meekneſs, which he poſſeſſed in. 


an eminent degree. He reſpected his 


father equal to Ceres; and, enflamed with 
an ardent deſire to reſemble hiin, he ſtu- 
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died the morals and regarded the actions 


1 : | { 0 -of 


. ft) NUMA POMPILIUS F 
of Tullus. Meditating without ceaſing on 
the precepts of religion, he was deſirous to 
be inſtructed in all the ceremonies. 


Prayer and thankſgiving occupied his 
leiſure moments; and his ſoul, pure as the 
mild azure of the new. born ſky; knew no 
diſtinction between duty and pleaſure. 


Tux feſtival of Ceres was now at hand, 
which 1s celebrated very differently a- 
mongſt the Sabines to what it is at Eleu- 

- ſis; for Tullus ſuppreſſes with caution 
every myſtery which he judges unneceſſary 
to the happineſs of mankind to be reveal: 
ed, but thus addreſſes them: * Ought we 
not to offer up our acknowledgments to 
* the divinity who is ever preſent with us; 
© and continually giving us tranſcendent 
; proofs of her unlimited bounty ? Should 
© we think it more irkſome to return our 
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« unanimous thanks, than to be. daily re- 
© ceiving her favours? Surely not. Ceres 
© loves us, and to her are we indebted for 


every comfort in life. The fields which 


* ſhe clothes with waving corn, are a plenz 


_ £ tiful ſubſiſtence for the induſtrious : the 
whole univerſe. is in duty bound to adore 
her | whoſe good works are diffuſed 


: ee the e | 


> - K* 
(4 


Ayo diſcourſe e with the king's 


: permiſſion, he iſſued orders for the feaſt to 


be ſolemnized. Every year, previous to- | 
the beginning of harveſt, the huſbandmen 
aſſemble in the city of Cures, and from 
thence proceed to the temple, accompanied 


by the moſt ſkilful performers on the flute; 


the damſels following with baſkets on their 
heads, ornamented with flowers, containing 
offerings for the goddeſs ; next to them the 
children 


mah 
\ 
bor LJ. NUMA POMPILIUS. 7 
children of the labourers, arrayed in white 
robes, their temples adarned with wreaths 
of cyanus, leading an animal whom they 
feed with acorns. This motley group, with 
pride ſurveying their victim, endeavour to 
aſſume an air of gravity which their cla- 
dem. In a flow and 
ers reverently cloſe 


morous joy denies 
orderly pace their 
the proceſſion, recommending ſilence, yet 
kindly overlooking the impatient ſallies of 
their tumultuous joy, each bearing in his -- 
hands a ſheaf, emblem of the firſt fruits of 4 
the harveſt. Neither princes, warriors, r 
magiſtrates claim rank at this great feſ- 2 
tival, but, with reſpedt, relign all prece- 

deney. 4 G 0 en 


- : - 
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' TutLvs, attended by the prieſts, waited, 
the arrival of the people at the entrance of 
the ſacred wood. The young Numa, 


crowned 


S NUMA: POMPILIU'S.: bn 


 erowned with daffodils;. and clothed in a 
lawn robe. marched; at the fide: of: "Fyllusz, 
when perceiving a torrent of tears, which, 
he vainly attempted to'conceal, rolling in- 
voluntarily down his aged cheeks, his tender; 
heart melted with aſtoniſtiment and com- 
: paſſian: fan leſs abloꝛto ſüſtain che emotions 
of his ſoul, overwhelmed on his father's ae- 
count, than if any evil | had-hefallen.hipſdi, a | 
Gladly would he have thrown: "himſelf inta! 
thearms of his beloved Tullus, and demand 
ed the cauſe from whence his ſorrow pro- 4 
ceeded: but in the preſence of ſuch a. , 
multitude, and overawed by.duty;; heidated: 

, not Vepture 0 yet didthis wountenahce well! 
expreſs the agitation of his mind. N uma, 
who had been ever attentive to devotion, + 
now mindful only of his father, Vas. loft to 


himſelf; N of his er and his? 
- eo W re, 7 
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; 5 NPMA POUPILEPS- 9 
eyes, in watching the pæarly grief of 7 1 5 


W n 


" Tol- | 

| bus profieated bimlelf before the goddeſs 5 

and, preſenting her with the Galt fruits, 

© thus addrefſed her: Humane mother, 10 
hy goodneſs we owe our fincere thanks — = 
for the groyth of this corn; and it js bx „ | 
father Jupiter who hath inſpired vs with 
5 piety, and a thorpugh ſenſe of u | 
< ers, O immortal godde(s! and rejeſt wot © 
our offerings ; continue to xepleniſh We 
earth give freſh· vigour to our bodies, 1 h 4 
„and fortify our ſouls with virtue,” Her 
this prayer, he ſcauered cenie nien N 4 
ley on the victim; and, raiſing his face. to- 78 4 
— 


% 


= 
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Fan.. * Fas A, 1 
. Havine' completed the ſacrifice, the 


huſbandmen depoſited their ſheaves. . My 
* brethren,” ſays Tullus, * theſe gifts which 


© ye bring to Ceres appertain to the god- 


"eſs ; that is to ſay, to the needy. The 
* prieſts of the goddeſs are only agents to 
che poor, and ye are the benefaftors; and 
* as it is right ye ſhould have a juſt account 
© of what ye have committed to my care, I 
* defire ye will appoint one of the I 
men amongſt ye to watch with me this 


* year.” The labourers knowing the high 


: 


virtues of Tullus, whoſe heart nevererred; 8 


were unwilling-to comply with his requeſt 3 
but he urged jt ſo forcibly, they were 


conftrained to conſent; and with their” 
choice the ceremony was concluded. _ 1. 


| * 


& « 


. Wrar force of language is adequate to 
+ the impatience with which Numa 
. burtied | 


L 


BooxL} Nun POMPLLIUS, „ 
burned to be alone with, his father. - Tul- | 


4 


lus no ſooner quitted the temple, than this. 
truly filial ſon, claſped him, to bis boſom, 
conjuring him, in the moſt pathetic man- 
ner, to inform him why his ſpirits were 


thus depreſſed. Alas! continued he, I. 


am too ſenſible that, at my age, I have it; 
not in my power to relieve any anxiety. 
that may prey upon your mind. Let, if 

« you love me, allow me at leaſt to-ſympa-, 
« thiſe with you. Oh! my 7 deat ſon r 
replied Tullus, for I cannot renounce an, 
_ © appellation which ſounds ſo ſweetly on, 


my car, I have too many things to make, 
to be ſepa-, 


* known to you: I am goi 


rated from him 1 value more than life.” 

Will you then quit me?” exclaimed N the 
ma, trembling. . No, my child; no, my 
dear, much-beloyed child : it isthou, an, 
* the contrary” He would have pro- 


C 2 ceeded, 


=. 


- p % * . 
1 60 rr | 
* 


\ 
. 


. 
6 SS 1 tt ifs 
. 1 io . 2 I * r 
CY - 7 


* To 
TY <> . _— 9 . N | \ 
£ : 1 . Os . * 2 * : þ 2 = 
pe 4 4 2 — X 2 4 4 N — & a I . 
Pp, — — 22 — 4 — A — 1 i Þ FT * of 4 7 — \ 1 2 
—— — * n — » » - : * wich VE. . = 2 2 - FR, ce SRD = w * 
8 34 J* — 3 21 n ous " bk 
7 S * — * 9 — - «2 — r — — 1 
. , a 9 2 8 o ny _ — 2 
* 4 r —— 2 — engl — 2 — 4 — AD ; * 3 — e 2 
— — —— CPL n — * \ => 4 2 
8 2 "= =” SCE Sc 8 | — 
* — — by 2&3» 0 — —— — = "0 
: | | — . — — — OS | 
5 . n _ =—— 
- ) r 5 
a 1 PLC, —_ N 
; ' YT, . | Y wn CE 5 * - T — 2 — * 
" . 5 - i #3 Y — = 
- - 1 o L * — * S8 2 S 4 — = Y f ＋ — 
* 4 * 1229 2 pe — 
P Pe — a _ 2 
1 * 1 * 4 I * * RAE nd - X ate * JS 
- Ro 5 . of 4 0 
k * £ 3 a + 
— * o . 
— 1 . 
* 0 4 
0 
. - 96 
4 . : 5 
* 0 . 
9 4% 
0 8 
0 p 
+. a 
- * 


An exalted Ration Heaven bam called 
kee.“ 


n Nola rourirtts boer 


ceeded, but a viblent ſobbing detiied bitter 

the power of articulation: then raking 
Numa by the hand, he hafteried Rim to & 
more recited part of the foreſt, and, eating 
nim bn x Stettt turf, fad, Nutha, thow 
* art fibt my UH. At thiefe words, a death- 


le pilenefs overifread che exuntenatice | 
of the young man, and his hand trembled 


in the hands of Tunlus. The high-piteft, 
peteeiving nis perturbation; preſted Him 
to nis breaſt; and added quiekly, « 1 will 
fill be thy father: it is a name that wilt 
ever be dear to the. Attend no to the 
« hiſtory bf thy birth, and learn to what 


>, 
* 


Nou returhet! his carelfes, and lif 
ened with profound  filetice; whit his 
dvwncaſt eyes and gloomy air feetned to 


er LI NUMA POMPILIUS oy 


indicste; thet 10 fitttion on earth, in his 
idea, could equal the n,. of being { fon 
to Tullus. 


„Ir way Pompitins, prinee of the blood 
royal of the Sabines, who gave thee ex- 
© jſtenee ; he, whoſe rare virtues rendered 
him worthy the notice of the gods, and 


' ehdeared him to men, The beautifu? 
Pompilia deſcended: from the ancient 


family of Heraclides, was his wife. No- 


« thing but # ſon was wanting to complete 


* the bliſs of this happy pait. Pompilius 


' atdently wiſhed it; and the ſenſible Poth- 


« pilia, whofe whole joy conſiſted in ſeeing 


het huſband happy, came every day, to 
the temple, proſtrating herſelf before 


Ceres, and bathing the altar with her 
tears, intreating for a ſon to crown the 


d * remainder of her days. 


©I was 


„ NUMA ROMPLLIUSL [Book Is 


«I was one. morning in the ſabguary 
a  quring her oriſons. So feryent were 
« her devotions, that ſhe perceived. me not, 
8 and I was witneſs to the following ſup- 
e plication: * Gracious goddeſs ! if thy 
« father Jupiter has deſtined me to long 


life, wilt thou intercede, and requeſt, 


„ that he will rather let me periſh in the 
bloom of youth, and ſuffer me to in- 

«+ dulge my huſband with the fruit of our 
affettions? Ves, immortal deity, take 
back all the good things thou haſt en- 
© dowed me vith, withhold all you de- 
5 * ſigned for me, and in their ſtead bleſs | 
eme with a child, What rapture to hear 
6 it, ſee it, take it in my arms, hold it to, 
« my heart, kiſs it, and preſent it, ſuffuſed,” 
&« with tears of j joy, to my huſband! Then, 

«if I expire immediately, I ſhall have 
& Jived Ong enough—] ſhall die: A mother. 

. La 4 oc 


*. 


> 


PooxT.) NUMA FOMPILTUS. 3 

O Ceres! if thou deigneſt to hear, and 

« grant me à Ton, 1 fear he ſhall be con- 

« ſecrated to thyſelf, he ſhall be taught to 

« bleſs thy name as ſoon as he can ſpeak, 
and be educated in this temple, here to 

* ſeryp and immortaliſe thee. And, when 

© Pompilia is no more, wilt thou conde- 
a ſcend to be his mother? WW . .. . 


©] paRTICtPATED with her; and, 
*neeling on the ſpot ſhe had quitted, 
added my ſupplications, beſeeching the * 
* goddeſs to hear our joint - petitions. 

© Alas! how dearly did we purchaſe the 

* bleſſing! A ſhort time after, Pompilia 

* haſtened to inform me of her pregnancy: 

* Who can expreſs the tranſports' of her 
joy? They approached almoſt to mad. 

* neſs, - Jealous and proud to bear the 

* name of mother, ſhe would ſuffer no one 

to afliſt her in the pleaſing taſk of pre: 


P ng 
* p 
oy „ 1 L P * g 
«+? * * 
. - 
" 2 0 
— F TY ; To 
” , 4 . 2 & © . 
G — . 
\ 738% 
- F * « ” - #7 . 7 4 A 
= : —— , i » — 
1 £ - w | 14 - 2 . 
* . — 1 , 
— — 4 4 * 
* : * 
. — . - b 
* p - 5 N . * * \ — « G * 4 


% 
* OM . 5 
_—_ — — CER — 


* 
a - . 
. , | 4 * b — 
— —— === .. RD 
— 


1118 3 
FS * | ad 0 
, . 4 =. 
h -, $4 . 
7 7 
4 on 

: 

- : 

"14 

. 


s NUMA PONPILIUS lt 


_ * paring for the expoRted for; and the 
* hope of giving him nourihment redou- 
* bled che fond wilh for his nativity. Now, 
glowing with maternal affeRion, ſhe vi- 
ed the iemple more frequently, 40 offer 
up her grateful acknowledgments, thap 
: f fOEY 

< of her ſoul. 4 


* Krane times had Luna performed her 
< circuit through che beavens, and the lang: 
* wiſhed-for hour that Was to reward their 
© hope near at hand, when Rawulue/whele 
© name is. not unknown to thee, ſpread 
* abroad in Sabi nia, that, to canſęerate dhe 
city of Rome, which was Icarce hy ſniſbad 
he intended celebrating a ſeſtival. in ho- 
nour of the god Conſus. Lou, a 
| * friend, know how much that deity u 
« adored amongſt us. Thy pious mother 
* unwilling 0 relinquiſh an opportunity of 
« Paying 


, 


nn WW 0 WOO 
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„paying her adoration to the Eternal, was 
conducted by the aſſiduous Pompilius: 
the greater part of our Sabines followed; 


* and their women, decked in garments 


«ſuitable to the occaſion, accompanied 


„chem to Rome. Little did our brave 
«citizens ſulpe& the ſnare vhich awaited 
them. Unarmed, they careleſily en a” 
*.the circus, where Romulus preſided als” 
magnificent tribunal. Their wives and 
* daughters, crowding on each fide of them, 
* impatient to behold the ſacrifice, caſt 
* their eyes around in ſearch of theviftims, 
* unconſcious that themſelves ere the 


c devotee. 


on a-fignalfrom'the king; the Romans 
drew their ſwords and cloſed all the out- 
lets. The Sabines, alarmed, threw them 
ſel ves into the arms of their fathers, their 


Vol. I. D © brothers, 


9 


7 5s wy 


* . . _ * 
\s 7 414228 \ 
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«brothers, ad their huſbands, for ꝓrotet - 
to Romulus, regardleſs of their piexcing 
©.cries;'ruſhed into the middle of the im. 
© phitheatre, ſword in hand, fiercely d 
© nacing the men: with Jaſcivious lopky” 
© they ſeized on the women, and bore thim” 
away like ſavage wolves who had ſurpriſed” 
4 a flock of innocent ſheep. In vain diatalie 
© unfortunate ſolicit inſtantaneous'Weſth. 
In vain did our frantic countrymen, fk 
© getting they were without defence, turm 
© upon, the! raviſhers, ſtruggle with them, 
© and, wreſting their weapons, Nan ee | 

© earth with Roman blood. The Roman, f 

too numerous, deſtroyed thoſe who re- 
© ſiſted, and, putting the raſt to flight, coh-. 
cealed their booty in Rome. The Sa- 
bines, aggrieved; wounded and bleeding 
— to . TR: 3 7. 


| | * | | 
10% I N UMA POMPILIUS. mw» 
and ſhame, there to announce the me- 


* lancholy cataſtrophe, and prepare them- 
* ſelves for retaliation. LEH eee 


9. 
e, 


* In the beginning of the tumult, thy 


* father Pompilius, taking his wife in bis 


© arms, attempted to make his way through = 


the crowd: he. had ſcarcely arrived at 
the gate of the cireus, when a troop of 
* Romans purſued him, topped him, and 
tore away the beauteous Pompilia. ny 
* with rage, and on the brink of deſpair; 
Pompilius wept bitterly. Suddenly he 


ſnatched a ſword; already are thoſe vb 


ſurrounded him fallen at his ſeet: wounded,” 
he purſued the object of his foul, ſtriking 
as he vent. At length he-overtook, and 
' flew the deſpoiler; with his bleeding 


* arms preſſed thy mother to his boſom. 


© overjoyed at having regained. her; Thus,” 
£.-# D 2 A F in 
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* 


in ſpite of dhe eruel Romans, in ſpheef 


* their deep- laid ſchemes, he effected his 


5 efcape from the circus, embracing his un: 
© happy wife; felicitating himſelf on their: 


* flight, and endeavouring by every. kind 


« aſſiſtance 10 recal her to life. © 80 the 
_ © lioneſs of Numidia, when ſhe diſcovers; 


at a diſtance, the indiſcreet- huntſman 
carrying off her whelps; ' frantic,” roar- 


ing, her eyeballs ſtrained with blood and 
© ſparkling fire, onward ſhe ruſhes, In vain 


« does he leave his booty; for, in her rage, 
© ſhe tears him, and ſtre ws the ground with 
« his palpitating limbs. Her revenge now 
giving place to affection, with redoubled' 
« ardour ſhe returns to her young, carefſes' 
them: unable to expreſs. her joy, ſhe 


* licks them, her tongue yet reeking wih 
gore: and, ſtretching herſelf on the 


* - * 
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nd 


be 
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* whilſt her nen Rill- tremble abet 


e . Took! "DL 92 5 
Sven was esd us. Vet, 8 


of himſelf, although the ſtreaming blood 


iſſued like rivulets from his wounds, he 
 haſtened. to the. temple ;. and, placing 
7 Pompilia at the foot of the altar of Ceres, 
he implored the goddeſa to protett her, 
and thoſe under whoſe care ſhe was 
* placed. His prayer ended, faint, * 
© hauſted with fatigue and grief, he fell 

"RM the pavement and e 22 


. 


I xarstD up thy mother; and had ber 
immediately conveyed to my houſe. - As 
© ſoon as ſhe recovered her ſenſes, her firſt 
© ?nquiries were concerning Pompilius. 
« Where is he? Carry me to him,” were 
5 inceſſantly repeated, Uſeleſs were my 

* endeavours 


- 


15 NUMA\ POMPLLIUS. b 


« endeayours to conceal his death, by pre - 
* tending the Romans had taken him pri- 
* ſongr: the tears which eſcaped me, and 
. her own forebodings, too clearly proved ; 
© her unhappy fate. Her ſhrieks pierced 
my ſoul; and, rejeQiing all nouriſhment, ; 
* ſhe fled precipitately from my arms, de- 
* termined to ſeek out her buſband, and. 


/. 


n pine by his hide. 


, 5 1 


; (Hen. violent exertion, a ded t to the 

8 pos A of her mind, haſtened thy na- | 
© tivity :) the pangs of travail ſurpriſed 
her: the cruel Ilythes oppreſſed ber 

© with evils which ſhe was unable to ſup- 

port; and the ſame moment which gave 

© thee life, conhgned . to eter- 

2 nity. 


— 
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Arx theſe words, Numa, no longer able 
to reſtrain his grief, threw himſelf on the 
boſom of Tullus. "The old man, per- 
ceiving his ſilver locks wet with the tears 
olf the youth, broke off his ie 
mingle his ovn wich them. . | 


 Wasn their forrow had ſomeybes fob- 
ded, Tullus renewed his narration. *©L 
immediately ſought a nurſe, whoſe: care, 
might revive. thy feeble exiſtence ; for 


thy lamentable moaning and hvid coun- 
' © tenance ſeemed to indicate thou couldſt 
not long ſurvive thy misfortunes. The 
good Amycla, wife to one of the tillers, . 
offered her kind aſſiſtance; and her at- 
tention n preſerved thy life. | l 


* 


*My next employment was, to pay ae. 

' © honour to the remains of thy much- loved 
* Parents. I prepared a funeral pile, and 
2. —— 


„ NUMA 20MPHLINS b 


aſſembled all the inhabitants of Cotes - 
© and the adjacent country: eur gobd: 
© king Tatius, clad in mourning, condufted! 
«the ceremony. Soldiers, citizens, hut. 
bandmen, all bewailed thy worthy father, 
and offered up their prayers for the pre- | 
** ſervation of his ſon. The body of Pom- 
*pilius was · burned by the fide of his wife, 
J collected their aſhes in a "Giver urn, 
Which is depoſited in a grave in the molt 
private part of the temple.” 1 ſhalt ſee 
«it, dear father!“ exclaimed Numa: * 1 
ce hall ſee the grave; ſhall 1 not be per- | 
© mitted to touch the urn ſo dear to me P 
J Yes, r my ſon, replied the high Prieſt ; *3 
vill go down to it pans 1 2 


Na ug 


- 


Tx death of thy parents was ann 
< revenged. Our brave Sabines, full of 
* indignation at the e condlyl} of 

"< the 


- 1— 3 


1 Tatius, marched towards the perjured 
* city. The baſe rayiſhers bad not- reſo- 
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* the Romana, took up arms, and, led by 


lution to face our army, but retreated 
© within their walls. Tatius beſieged them 
and, happily, ſoon became maſter of the 


_ * citadel, - Romulus, now obliged to fight; 


nor quit the city, offered battle at the foot | 
© of the. capitol, who ought, ſays he, to 


> * reign ovef.the: univerſe. Tatius ac- ' 


* cepted it;. 


auh be Sabines, burning with 
impatience to imhrue their hands in the 
© blood of the. perfidious, attacked them 
* with all the force which rage could add 


"to courage. The enemy were broken; 


but Romulus rallied them, and boldly; 
© though alone, oppoſed us. In a loud 
* voice be, invoked Jupiter Stator; at 
the mention of whole ſacred name, and 
* the brave example of Romutus, the flying 

Vor. I. E, _ © warriors 
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nor Letreat withont trdwpling os thei 
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. harrfork returned to their charges Shame 


infpired them with reſchutien : the years 
were croſſed; the ſwords rang upon the. 
ebucklers: the carnage and horror of the 
ſcene increaſed: the combatants, preſſed 
upon each other, could neither advante 


W u N 5 
. 1 * 5 4 
TI victory, ue die wheat 


© dined on the fide 'of juſtice; The va- 
Hat king Tatius, and his dauntheſs gene- 
ral Metius, pierced a ſecond time into the 
t ceritre of the Roman urmy: the earth 
vas ſpread wikh "the bodies of the Main: 


in the moment when every circumſtance 


* promiſed cauqwelt "over Romulus and 
© Rome, bur hope was checked . 
b TO N 


Tu 


Boox 1, 


ſeized by the Romans during the ſacri- 
* fice, with their hair all diſhevelled, their 
eyes drownedin tears, their armoſtretched 
* out, and crying lamentably, forced chem - 


ant, unayed by the javelins tinged win 


blood, the tumult, or the laughter 


« Forbear,” they cried, * farbear | ceaſe # 
* conteſt more impious than even civil 


* war. Ye fight not for us—ſinge every 


* blow ye ſtrike may render ys widows or 


* orphans. If ye who gave us life haye 


any loye for us, let ug heſeech you not to 


*« deſtroy qur huſbands ; and ye, who have 
* {worn eternal regard to us, ſpare .chaſe 
* who gave birth © our; buſbands; e- 
© member, that is gur neh ye cariy the 
e pledge of our re· union. 


= 


NUMA POMPHLIUS ++ 
Tus Sabine women, wWha had been 


Your wives 
* (addreſbng. themſelves to the Romane! | 
; 3 | * will 


-N Z 


ö 
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ill be Sabines; and your grand. chil- 
(turning to the Sabines) will be 
Romans. Ceaſe then to flaughter each 
other, ye who are but one people ! But, 
. if ye are ſo blood-thirſty ye cannot. reſiſt. 
« the impulſe, firſt deſtroy thoſe ties which , 
. ought to unite you, and on che expiring | 
* bodies of your vives render up ""_— 
e rn Shy (20820 


i; 
* , * 4 


1 Tux 15 the i intreaties, the tears of 4 
iche women baniſhed reſentment fm 
© every boſom. The warriors halted; ; 
and, looking ſtedfaſtly at each other, were 
© aſtoniſhed to find they had loſt all animos 
© ſity. The uplifted ſword fell not where 
© it threatened ;'the javelin x was ſuſpended. 
in the air; and the arrow dropped harm- 
© leſs from the unbent bow. The arm 
© were ng to the peace-makers, 
Bot | who 


5 


Boon LI N UMA POMPILIUS/ 20 
© who cheerfully conyeyed them away. 


© Each female then taking a Sabine and a 


© Roman by the hand, kiſſed them alter- 
* nately, and, drawing them together, En, : 
0 n them to embrace each e 


4 


c Fark tha moment alia was a ceſſa- 
© tion of war and vengeance. The kings 


© ſpoke: it was agreed that the two people; 
© thus united, ſhould be conſidered but as 
one kingdom; and that Tatius and Ro · 
© mulus, preſiding on the ſame throne; 
* ſhould ſhare the ſovereign power. They 
© ſwore a laſting peace; ſacrifices were of. 
* fered to Jupiter, the Sun, and the Earth; 
and the two armies entered the ſtreets of 
Rome, amidſt the loudeſt acclamations, 
* far more proud and illuſtrious in baving 
yielded to affection, than if they had 

„ © gained 
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me, and thou paſſedſt far my ſon, I con» 
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ven hug u. 
2 


= Two, my belaved; waſt ever with 


* firmed the error, ſince it accorded with 
my wiſhes and the vow of thy mother. 
At the age of four years, thou, clothed 


in thy robe of admiffion, didſt attend me 


to the temple,” bearing in thine infant 


hands the golden veſſel which contained 
he incenſe. Thy meekneſs and cour- 
*.teſy delighted our prieſts, who envied 


me the happineſs of being thy father. 
* How much have 1 longed to realize the 
* ſweet deluſion! My life, theſe fifteen 
© years, became deſirable only to cheriſh 


4 thee; and however great hath been my 


18 8 ok virtue, if thou h ever een me 
nig 
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« pradtiſe: it wich za 1 waſted the gods 
« would beſtow the reward on thee. 


. 


Soon, very ſoon, did I reap the Fruit 
« of my care. In thy earkeſt infancy thy 
« 590d qualities began to diſcloſe thern- 
«ſelves. It was never neceſſary for me to 
© inſpire thee with generous fenviments ; 


e they ever dwelt in thy heart. The Jang 
* 


« ciples of morality were engraved on t 

mind, and reaſon had taught thee more 
than T had learned from experience. 
© When 1 had finiſhed my lektures, I found 


© myſelf inttracted by thy reſlexions. The 


« rules of 'virtne were, in thy opinion, 
« write on the human breaſt, and wee 


« who obeyetl its admonitions would follow 


* the diQates of an unetring monitor. 


* — - 
f ' * 
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| „Wirn what ſecret travlpott bave 1 
liſtened to thy diſcourſe, though I dared 
not commend thee ; fearful, leſt I ſhould 
© implant in thee a vice which, disfigures 
8 every good quality! Vanity, O my ſon} 
. had ſhe gained admiſſion, would have 
r Erected her empire in thine heart, embit- 
* tered thy, days, and caſt a gloom over 

oſe perfections which will now wine 
boa mae meridian ſun. 


; 16 hs 
10 'F OBSERVED thee with inexpreſibl 
* ſatisfaQtion, ſhun the danger. Each ſuc; 
* ceeding day improved thee, and thy mo» 
deſty increaſed vith thy merits. Miſled 
© by the public voice, and ſtill more by the 
indication of my own heart, I believed 
L « myſelf thy father; and propoſed abdicat- 
© ing the office of ere in thy favour. * 
Oud 


* 
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Our prieſts, with delight, perceived my 
intention. Three days ſince; a ecleſtial 
« oracle. interdicted my deſign. Ceres, 
© Ceres herſelf, hath appeared to me tackle 
© night, commanding me, in a ſevere tone 
of voice, to make known thy birth, and 
to diſpatch thee. to Rome. In vain did 
I proſtrate. myſelf before the ;goddeſs, 
* prefuming to expreſs my fears, and recall 
© thy-mother's vow.” - The vom, replied 
the daughter of Jupiter, I accepted not. z 
Numa cannot be my prieſt ; the Parcæ 
* have called him to an higher office, - He 
© will ſerve me more effeftually on a throne; 
than under the ſhadow: of mine, altars z ?- 
* ſend him immediately to Rome, and ler 
* nat chp lit ft Ky Ss San 20 
* oppoſe the decrees of Heuven. 


N * Tars 


rr 
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* NUMA FOMPILIUS [Toon l. 
„TIL, my fan, cauſed thoſe texts thou 

© boheldſt at the ſacrifice. Submit ue muſt 
Oe ine i | 

0 r 


. 
. % $ 


* 


Tun A Bucs ee mic; has 
ſiedfaſtly at Tullus, then lifting 
kis eyes towards Heaven, ſeemed divided 
borwoon his father and the gods; but the 
eee rs he determined 
hand of Tull, agd fald a 
In his own, Oy faber, Aid he, Shou 
« promiſed I ſhould vifit ih tab of Pom- 
_ + pilius, and kiſs the urn which contains 
cho aſhes of my mother. © Follow: mit," 


E 


* 


{ 
* 


- 4 * : 2 
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Tus v repaired direQly to the temple. 
Behind the altar of the goddaſt wasa braſh 


door, the key of which was always kept by 

Tullus: he-opened-it; nd lowly deſrend - 

ed a flight of ſteps, followed by Numa, 

ſghing. Under ground, lighted only by 

A bose lamp, placed on a miible tomb, of | 
ſimple ſculpture, wichout any infeription, | 
was a ſilyer urn, covered with a velvet pall ? 
by its fide lay a letter, a ſword, and a lock 
we, of light hair.” The moment w offer: 
\ ed he fell on his Knees, Tullus, raiſing 


| the urn gently,” preſented jr to the young 

: man. My ſon, faid he, in a low voice, 

a kiſs theſe ſacred remains, and touch the 
urn which encloſes the relicks of the veſt 

2 * of mothers, and moſt tender of huſbands, 


* who are, probably, at this inſtant look - 
=; ing at thee from the Elyſian fields, and 
_ 
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Nux, holding the urn in his arms, 
bathed. it with his tears; then preſſing it 
the aſhes.” Oh! with what regret. did he 
returm it to the pontiff, ſcarcely; eee 
leaſe his hands from it. MW 


Tul us placed the urn as before, and 
taking up the ſword, the letter, and the 
hair, © behold,” ſaid he, the blade which 
protected thy mother and thy country. 
It was never drawn. through paſſion, ot 
* ſacrificed any but the enemies of the ſtate. 
Into thy hands I commit it, truſting «- 
thou wilt make the ſame uſe of it; and 
may the mighty Ceres, to whom an- 

| — © ſecrated 


1 
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+ ſcerated it, cauſe every ons to periſh bit, 
who ſhall endeavour to embiner thy ds. 


This letter was written by thy mother, 


"9 


R « the inſtant befote her death : it is dl. 
|; { drefſed to king Tatius, and will be ne- 1 4 
# ceflary to confirm, at his court, the dig- S 1 F 
; - * nity of thy birth. The hair, I ſcarcely | E 
need tell thee, belonged toPompilia; it = 
is the lock the offered to Ceres the day 1 
| 5 ſhe obtained a ſon. Ever carry it wick 1 
« thee ; it will. be an alleviation to thy ſpi- x 
e rits, when thou beholdeſt the 2 of = 1 
u * pious gratitude.” e = 
2 | | 2 5 
”  ArTER.. theſe words, they quitted the * | 3 
e. mauſoleum. Numa returned to the houſe 2 
8 of the high · prieſt, and prepared for his | [ 
d departure. He laid aſide the lawn robe for 1 
1 a toga, which garment added new: grace to | 2 
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his perſon. The holy contif. looked on 
bim with « fgh :-to him the habit an- 
and occupied himſelf in providing for his 
ſon. His tender forethought neglected nos 
thing that could be uſeful : he ripped 
he might refuſe the kindneſs, he concealed, 
amongſt the garments, the little gold he 
had ſaved. With him, I part with all 
& that is dear to me,” ſaid he, and I ſhall 
want nothing, whilſt he, - afar off, will. 

—— *# ſtand in need of every comfort. 


Duxixe theſe reſlections, the cruel. 
moment approached, the chariot arrived, 
giving him, akg nch, his ſt gie 


«<PARDON. . 
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pA DO me, my dear ſon, if I tremble 
_ © at ſeeing thee, at ſo early a period of life, 

* quit thy country ; and the afylum, where 
© innocence could never have been cor- 
© rupted, to inhabit a city dangerous even 
to the. moſt experienced. I fee thee 
* without experience, without a counſel- | 


# lor, without a friend; for u thy ages 


© difintereſted friendſhip is not to be found; 


_ * ſelves with the ideal poſfeſſion, deceit 


* and ruin confirm the diſappointment. 
Thou art going to be placed amongſt 
* twa people, who, politically united, are 
yet divided in character, and conſider 
* each other as diſtinct nations. Their ha- 
* tred ſo far from being extinguiſhed, burns 


| * with more vehemence in the breafts of the 
* beſt 


h NUMAPOMPILIUS: boek 
? i ; « beſb vf kings, thy parent and overdign, 
i © was idolized when he reigned over us: 
1 | mild, ſenſible, a friend to peace poſſeſ· F 
| 2 ſing every virtue, uſeful or ornamental; 


Romulus, on the contrary, to acquire lub. 

c jets, gave refuge to vagabonds ; Roms. 

© lus imbibed the cruel manners of thoſe. 
© he firſt commanded. Paſſionately fond 
© of war, devoured by ambition, and a 
* thirſt for gain, by turns attacking cach 
© neighbouring countty, his ſoldjers alone 

© heeſteems; and excells by in nn 
yy 55 0 
© ALas 1vby-& 1 * the 
PER is more admired than the beſt 
* of Kings, and true virtue dazzle) Jeſs 

« than falſe glory. Thou, Numa, wilt not 

< miſtake them; thou wilt feel how es : 


g 0 a Tatius than his colleague, and | 
: _ 
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love of fighting, when detached from 


ever preſerve thee ! Believe me, I have 
no intereſt in debarring thee from plea- 
ſure, nor ane] prompted by the ſeverity 


[ 
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* wilt not abandon thy father's parent and 
« friend, the avenger of Pompilia, cofollow / 
« an untractable conquerot, whoſe hands 
« are ſtained with his brother's: blood, and 
e whoſe unparalleled treathery. cauſed the 
death of thy parents, and the fall of our 
country. Even the court of Tatius is 2 
dangerous abode for thee, for the martial 
« citizens of Rome pardon every foible in 
© their youth but the want of courage: the 


© other virtues, is not courage but-ferocity. 
The ſon of Pompilius cannot deviate 
from the path of honour. - May thy con- 
duct, that unſpotted oonduct, which 
gained thee the protection of the goddeſs, 


— 
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* of age, to paint voluptuouſneſs in falſe . 
« eolours. Nature ſtrongly impels us to 
« alas but encreaſes our propenſities; and 
© hard muſt we ſtruggle to avoid tempta- 
tion. When thou ſhalt have yielded to 
© the guilt, remorſe ſhall ſting thy ſoul; 
that peace of mind, eſteem and reſpect 
for thyſelf, which was wont to be the 
« ſyectener of thy enjoywents, will wholly 
© forſake thee; thy humiliated heart, loſing 
© the love of glory, will wither, and thou 
« wilt ever be tormented with the remem- 
© brance, chat, knowing the road of virtue, 
© thou ſuffereſt vice to pollute thee. 


*A ase to the court, I cannot in- 

* form thee of its manners; the duty of 
man I well know, and man muſt be the 
© fame 


&S id 
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« fanie in whatever ſphere he moveth. 


Always give place to thy ſyperiors 2: 76+ 


« ward merit for its worth, not its fitua- 


tion: ſhun the wicked; but ſeem not to 


fear them: be reſerved, even with the 
« moſt amjable : hazard not thy friendſhip, 
© to acquire the name of friend : weigh 
« wellthy words, and act not without think 
* ing : traſt not the firſt impolſe, veileſs it 


dis to relieve the wretched ; then thou 
canſt never err. Reſpect the aged; pity 


their follies, and incline thyſelf to the 
* unfortunate, 


Ir the goddeſs, as my hope is, ſhall 
« graciouſly heap ptoſperity on thee, inform 
me of it; it will tend ta prolong my 
days : if Heaven Joadeth thee with accu- 
* mulated adverſity, return to me.” 


& 7 
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Tur now arrived dt che end of the 0 | 

ſacred foreſt ; the chariot ſtopped, and 

Numa; overwhelmed with grief, was unable 
to ſpeak. © Courage, courage, cried the 

old man; © weep not, we ſhall ſhortly ſee - 

« each other again: it is not far from hence 

* to Rome; thou ſhalt reviſit the temple; 

and Ah! my father, replied Numa, 

6 2 1 ſhall ſee thee again ;: but I 

* would be always with thee, and look on 

© thee each moment of my life. Long 

© mornings will paſs without: having em- 

© braced thee, and the day will end with- 

out hearing thy voice, What a bleſſing 

© have I enjoyed in being with thee !- I Was 

« not ſufficiently ſenſible f its value, nef- 

„ther have I rendered due thanks" to the 
gods. Now, een 

8 . eue 
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* Coux, my fon? interrupted Tullus, 
adding a little ſeverity to the tone of his 
voice, © obey Ceres, and murmur not at her 
« diſpenſations : muſt I, who am in the de- 
* cline of life, encourage thee ? Thinkeſt 
* thou I am not equally grieved ? Doſt 
thou imagine my afflifted heart 

Ar theſe words his voice faultered, his 
ſtrength failed him, . and he fell into the 
arms of Numa, ſprinkling them with his 
tears. As ſoon as he'recovered himſelf he 


bid Numa farewell: Thou wilt reviſit me 


* ſhortly, or probably 1 ſhall myſelf fetch 
* thee from Rome. Adieu ! forget not 
„Tullus!' He then quitted hi, and haſted 
back to che foreſt. 


Numa, diſconſolate, remained with his 


arms extended, repeatedly crying adieu! 


ay * 


and 


* 
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eyes as far al 
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and following him with h 


they could trace him t 


19 


to Rom 
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L 
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of his horſes fall cope, purſued his 
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where he ſleeps, and bas a myſterious dream. 
— Deſcription of the country of Rome, and 
the martial city. He is received by Tatius. 
—Charafter of the bing, and his daughter 
Tatia ; alſo of Romulus, and Herfilia, 
daughter of Romulus. Numa meets Her- 
ſilla, and is eamonred With ber, —Firft 
effects of his paſſion.— Romulus returns 3 


his ſucceſs. 


UMA, with infinite regret, quitted 
bis native land; ten thouſand pain- 
ful ideas haunted his imagination. 1 


© leaye 


. 
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: leave my father,” ſaid he, at an age when 
my aſſiſtance would be moſt eſſential to 
him. I fly from every thing that is dear 
tome; the companions and friends of my 
» © infancy I leave, to inhabit a 'country 
where no one will eſteem me. I am per- 


©ſuaded I cannot long ſutvive it, but ſhall | 


© pine like the young olive tree, when trunſ- 


* planted to a different ſoil; the balmy dew 


© and cheering ſun ſhed their influence upon 
it in vain; its leaves wither, its branches 


« droop, and its root refuſes nouriſhment 


© the moment it is ethoved from A 


£ yourite ſpot,” -- 


— 


Tux young traveller, depreſſed wick 
grief, had only journeyed two, miles, when 
he arrived at the entrance of 4 wood, whoſe 
coolneſs invited to repoſe, Attracted by: 
j F | the 


) 
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— þ five firewy, winding 


under the ſhade, he ſtopped the horſes, and 


committing them to the care of his ſlaves, - 


traced the meanders of the brook until he 
arrived at a fountain conſecrated to Pan. 


Kneeling before the ſtatue, he begged per · 
iſſion to quench his thirſt 3. and, after he 7 
had cooled his burning lips, he ſeated him- 


ſelf on the green r where he fell 
aſleep: | 


” — 5 


Dvk180 his ſlumber, he dreamed, that 
. extremity of the clouds he ſaw a 

riot, drawn by two. dragons, flying ra- 
pidly towards him. In the chariot was the 
goddeſs Cetes, erowned with ears of corn, 
bearing a ſheaf and a; fickle, which ſhe 
placed on his head, and, looking on him 


with inexpreſſible benignity, ſaid, _- 
0 3 
Vor. I. 33 8 80 
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SN Dp, I Joved thy mother, 
© amd will watch over thee. Whatdverthoa = 
+ witheſt fall be grasen; tell ne whey, - 
et is mort thy defire ?“ - Abt” cried 
- Nunn, without heſitating, © that Tullu 
may detome young again, that he may 
Thy demand,“ interrupted the goddeſp, 
e beyond my power. Jupiter, Jupiter 
* himſelf cannot add one day to the life of 
a ſimple mortal. The cruel deſtinies have 
- *ndt permitted ät: they cut off die Jons 
of Perſeus und of Heventes, child ren the 
matt eſte eme of the gods, when the Pur- 
* 04, more powerful than my Father, choſe 
ey thouk! ceaſe live. Forta wiſhes 
* for Welk, und be farisfied that to now = 
n aft duppy, wil onater thus vole 
* pletely lk” | 


" 
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Thrice happy the young hero upon whom 
che nn her regard, and who 


7 2.9 STE EAST 


 « Orr then, kind gaddeks, let me wert 
his affeQtion, imprint his morals on my 
© heart, and give me wiſdom : Tullus hath 


a told me, that is 6 _—_— 
in happineſs,” 5 | 


| © I FORESAW thy petition,' rephed the 
goddeſs, and have already implered my 


* ſiſter Minerva to impart her gifts to thee. 
© Nevertheleſs, expect not to became fo 
much her favourite as was the fon of 
« Ulyſſes. Nor ty dear Numa, no mortal 


© muſt aſpire to rival the divine Tolema- 
* chus. It is Minerva maſter-piace, and 


* ſhe herſelf would not dare to attempt to 


equal her peculiar work. Happy is he 


who humbly folleweth her footſteps ! 


- + 2 


„% NUMA FOMPILLUS: Less 
* occupies' the ſecond place in her eſteem, 
Fthought far inferior to Ns 
6 nal.“ K | 154-2 
Arx theſe words Numa thought he was 
conveyed to the temple of Minerva. 'He 
_ endeavoured to diſcoyer the goddeſs ; but 
a golden cloud cloſed round the 'ſan&tuary, 
and entirely concealed the divinity. Vain 
were his efforts to pierce the cloud, or ta 
obtain affiſtance from Ceres: ſhe rejected 
his prayers,” and made ſignals for him to 
liſten. . At that inſtant he heard Minerva 
ſpeak from behind the cloud, and proftrat; 
ing himſelf on the ground, he perceived 
Wiſdom was inſtructing him in her various 
duties: he experienced at the ſame time a 
ſacred reſpect, mingled with ſweet perſua · 
ſion. When he lifted up his face to rm 


* 
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thanks to the deity; the temple aud cloud . 
were vaniſhed; he found himſelf in a green 755 
bower, in the middle of a large foreſt, in | 
which was ſeated a nymph; cloathed in 
white, reading with great attention. Peace 
and ſincerity ſat upon her countenance: 
me looked like Aſtræa contemplating the 
felicity of mankind.” Numa, in a low voice, 
requeſted Geres to inform him what mortal 
poſſeſſed ſuch irreſiſtible charms, and at the | 
name of * Mis "A CORE 
ht furprize 3 his um- 
c. | Mines with ſo extraordinary a 


FP 


„ 5 
vered his ſenſes: he examined every thing 1 = 


| rain, the trees, che turf; and ſpring at he 
fide of which he had ſſept. Neyertheleſs 
| oo 


| Herd leaning on his humble cot, truſting 


= 


6&4 NUMA POMPILEUS.. _—_— 
he doubted not but Jupiter had ordained 


the dream; he therefore offered up bis 


vows to the god of thunder, und, having 
promiſed facrifices to Minerva and Ceres, 
nme 


Hs pt rage 
the Fidenates, and ſhortly arrived in the 
Roman tertitories, which were cabily diſtin 


: guiſhed from the neighbouring counrries 
the uncultivated earth thinly ſown with 


rares, yields a ſcanty nouriſhment to the 


thering * — unn glean 


ers keeping time to the fickle-: no ſhep- 


the ſheep to the care of his faithful dog, 
whilſt he attunes the reed to the beauty of 

Amaryllis, or the comforts of rural felicity. 
| 51 3 


Pe « 
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All is filent ſadneſs. The villages are de- 
populated, a few old men and wotmen only 
left to deplore the loſs of their friends ; one 
weeping for a huſband, another for a bros 
ther, who were flain in battle. Here is am 
aged parent dying without conſolation, 
without aſſi ſtance; no children left to com- 
fort him, his laſt was enliſted in the army 
of Romulus There a mother, who has fled 
with her only ſon, fearful leſt they ſhould 
tear him from her arms; leaving her coun- 
try, her houſe, andthe fields which were her | 
/ fupport, to beg her bread amongft thoſe j 
who allow her to retain her child. Afﬀic- 
tion, poverty, and deſolation every where 
diſplay their hideous forts, and che ſub- 
jects of Romulus, ſince theirmaſter earned 
to conquer, are ſtrangers to = 
repoſe, 8 


— 
— 
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29 . 
© are theſe the envied people whom victory 
* hath rendered ſo formidable to their 
© neighbours ! Behold them 2 thouſand - 
times more wretched than the vanquiſh- : 
© ed. Celeſtial juſtice hath certainly ors 
© dained, that the ills. which the ambi- 
« tious inflict on others, ſhall ron :oft 
© themſelyes with accumulated evils. N 


N 514 FATE the peaceable be 


neſs enjoyed by the Sabines, the plenty and 
gaiety that reigned in their fields, with the | 
barren proſpect before him. He: remetn: 
bered what Tullus had told him concerning. 
the war, and prayed Heaven would place 
him under a pacific monarch. ; when on a 
ſudden he was ſtruck with amazement at 

the fight of Rome : Mount Palatin, the. 


fan — — 
— my _—_ 
— 4 - 2 N * 
—— A2 — — 
© , . 
o 
: 
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Wo bb for hendſinen-ad their 
and threatetiing towers; deep ditches, and 
inacceſſible ramparts impede the entrance ; 
the capitol, which commands the city, and 
on its lofty ſummit the temple of Jupiter, 


Tux gates are ſurrounded:by erouds of 


ing on theit ſpears, erecking their heada to 


keep back the plumes: which ſhade their 


ſpire terror, and ſeem to think themſelves 


wann Enn - 


e ain 


his ears. Here are a party of y 
Vol. I. I 


Ss. 
all preſented themſelves to Numa : hes 
looked, adrnited; umd advaitced.... 


9 
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aged ibmartiaexeriſ; u 
counſer, ſubduing tothe ſhrill ſound of the 
weng The metals flow in the furnace; 
che buckler and cuiraſs ring upon the anvily 
appears as if alt the fires of Erna were we 
kindled at Rome, and the n 18 
| forging h 6 


VE | 
Numa, Ae ew ſlack confifed 


founds, was ſeized with aftoniſhment, min- 
- gled with fear. Impatient to behold Ta 
tius, he enquired for his palace, and learns 
ed it was firuated in the moſt quiet part of 
the towh. The amiable Tatius withdrew 
himſetf from the tumult and the troops; 
prefering the affsRion of his people to pomp 
bn nen and his 
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rs wer thronged by indi igents than 
doors were mort f 
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Nun, admitted to the good king, pro. 


' nounced the name of Tullus, and preſented 


the letter of the unhappy Pompilia. Tatius 
could ſcarcely finiſh the billet, ere he 
threw himſelf on the neck of the young 
man, exclaiming, O happy day for me, 
„what do I not owe the high-prieſt fot 
* reſtoring to me the ſon of my moſt valu- 
cable friend? Yes, well can I trace the 


« features of che brave Pompitius ; beheld 


his looks, his mild endearing manner. 


Thou, L hope, nay; am certain, will eſtoem 
© me as he did. My age is rejoiced-to ſee 


* thee ; I complained to the gods at only 


having a daughter, eee have 
* blefſed me with a ſon.” 


1 2 Ar. 


* * 
\ . 


0 NOMA: yori bus. been 


Ar faying theſe yords, dls embra» 
edict and called for Tatia, his daugh- 
ter. Tatia, leſs remarkable for her beauty 
chan for her meekneſs, modeſty, and affec- 
tion for her parent. — Tikier - 
preſented her to Numa: This, ſaid he, 
© is thy brother, whom thou oughteſt to 
* eſteem as the ſupport and prop of my” 

* years; the ſon of Pompilius thou haſt ſo | 

F frequently heard me mention. 0 days of 

© my felicity, how rapidly ye flew ! Numa, » 

thou recalleſt to my mind thoſe tranquil » | 
© hours, when in Sabinia 4 was adored _ 
© as. king, father, huſband and friend; 


years imperceptibly glided away, divided 


* between.the mother of Tatia, Pompilius, | 


* and the high-prieſt. My family, for ſo 
I tiled my ſubjects, were not more in 

number than I could govern with juſtice; 
6 of knew 
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I knew them, and when with thy father 
I frequently viſited them, 1 omitted not 
© to offer my thanks to Jupiter for hav- 
ing thus limited my kingdom. But now, 
+ how cruel the change ! Exiled from my 
* country, chained to a ſtrange throne, 
* daily have I lamented my fituation.— 


Thou wilt continue with me, Numa; 
© may'ſt, perhaps, by the ſofteſt ties, ſue- 
pineſs. But I ſhall have fſuſſicient time 
Apreſen moment dedicated to che enjoy- 


ment of thy company.” wr | 1 


29 


was rendered more lively by the opportu- 
157 


„Having thee, I will ceaſe to complain. 
thou wilt reſtore all I have loſt ; thou 
* ceed tomy crown, and confirm my hap- 


to explain my ſentiments to thee; be the 


Tavs ſpoke the 15 king, whoſe Joy 


. 
, 
i *S a1. $4 » Fe a, 4 7 7 
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4% affopded him-w-diſplay! 4 — 


of is foul michour diſguiſe. | 1 


1 : 


: 


"ar IS had Gently liſtened 
on chair e now raiſed her eyes on 
Numa. Struck with his beauty, ſhe ob- 


' : 


ſerved, with delight, the meckneſs painted 


ed in his countenance, his air of tenderneſs, 
and all thoſe graces which in the courteous | 
command eſteem. It was the firſt time 
Tatia had ever gazed on a young man; ſhe 


caught herſelf, bluſhed, 1 
nnn. | 


Maw, attentive to the good king, 
bowed himſelf, promiſing implicit obedi- 
ence. © Talk not of obeying,” replied Tul- 
has. * I have been king my whole lite, 
* without being ſenfible of the pleaſure of 

com- 
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„commanding. I was eifly taught to JG 


yy '« ion to love, if we with: to be feared ; and by. 


« [ever preferred friends to ſlaves. Romy- 5 +3 


1 


TT jus has aſſiſted me in my deſign; we have 1 
ob divided the ſovereigh power. Romulus 
ated * has inddrralagn:the etupanandiet the mugs | 4 
webs « the diſpoſition of takes, and the puniſhing | -ſ 
edu « of crimes : I, a thouſand times more 2 
time © happy, am charged with the adminiſtra- = 
; the tion of juſtice; the diminution of impoſts, 1 
fixed * and beſtowing the rewards due to generous | 1 


actions. Oftimes I fear my colleague | 
will diſcover the inequality of our taſks; + 6 i 
* as yet, thank Heaven, he perceiyes not | 
*howe diſprayamnionare. is Wis execution ß 
our duties. | e 


; Tas warlike motarch, at preſent, is 
on an expedition _ the Antemnates, - 
© That 


0 
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=_ * That he will ſubdue them Leet 
—_— - mh, the courage of a  Foldier ended 
4.8 © talents of a general, His majeſtic figure, 
WY  * his preſumptive- chreatening | carriage,” 
f 3 77 more than human ſtrength and invincible 
mY | © bravery, are not to be compared with his 
. == activity. During a march, fiege, or bat- 
| lf. | « tle, he is every. where x he Ciſpales, or- 
1 5 ders, attacks, and defends at the ſame 
9 time. Neither his head or lis arms are 
N inactive, and what the one ſuggeſts, the 
N other inſtantly carries into execution · 


_ 

1 8 bias 4. Wen ; "051145 1:38) 
15 | | , 7 1»? 

. 4 p RY LIA, his ly due bh 
Wi « panies him on his expeditions. Never 


* « beauty equalled Herſilia. All the kings 

| + "908 * of Latium are enamoured with her, and 

110 ts * have caſt their diadems at her feet: the 
* | © 0 55 8 br 


„„ 


$oox H.] /NUMA POMPILIUS. 3 


8 haughry princeſs hath rejected them with 
© diſdain. From her infancy accuſtomed to 


arms, ſhe hath devoted herſelf to the ex- 


© erciſes of Pallas The helmet on her head, 


© and in her hand a ſpear, the followeth her 


« father into battle: the powerful - ſteed 
© whitens with . mantling foam the well- 
directed reins, proudly yielding to her 
© will. Diveſted of her martial accoutre- 


ments, ſhe. is ſtill more irreſiſtible ; thoſe 


; hands which ſo ably wielded the ſword, 


with equal grace conduct the lyre, whilſt 


© her melodious voice records to its tuneful 


>. — glorious atchievements of her 
| fi 


re; after having ſhared his dan- 


© gers, 


sven are Romulus and his FRET 7x1 
* whoſe brilliant qualities I have not at- 


Vol. I. K © tempted 


/ 


- 


6 un reuriswe bel, 


© tempted to overidadow. OU i 00610 
© beſtow greater eulogiums on their virtues! 
But Heroes contemn them, and eſteem 
only thoſe who poſſeſs the talents of wat, 
* Herfilia, educated in the camp, cannot 
diveſt herſelf of its ſevefities. Beautiful 
< as Juno, ſhe equals her alſo in pride; an 
© in endeavouring to acquite the courage 
© and fortitude of our ſex, the ſeqms to have 
© loft that ſoftneſs and humanity which 14 75 

4 © rafterize her own. „ 


T1 
o 


u 0 o now Kknoweſt Koniutas «at 
< Herfilis, and art qualified ro determine, 
< whether thou wilt fix thine abode in their F 
camp, or my palace. I will be thy friend, 
. and, if thou wilt allow me the delightful” 
< appellation, thy father; but thou ſhalt 
be ſtill thine own maſter: if thou cunſt 


% 


« continue'to love me and Nene rann 
«will ona a 

Nux A en 25 afſurances of his 
love. His choice is made, his party irre- 
vocably taken: he is determined never to 
quit the friend of his father, the king of 


out as his model. A thouſand times he de · 
clared no power on earth ſhould induce him 


the allurements of Herſilia, and the glory of 
Romulus. He ſwore by all the gods, and 
the virtuous Tatia, with ſecret j * Joy i attend · 


ed to his oaths. r F 
* 3 2 | : $4 . | 5 
ul ArrER ſome days ſpent in teſtifying 
t his affection for Tatius, Numa, who had 
ut not forgot his dream, learned that the tem- 
we 9 705752 WE ple 
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to change; that he beheld with indifference 


3 Po ne roneibius ern 


ple of Minerys was fituated in che holy 
wood called the Foreſt of Egeria- He 
ſought the wood, which was not far diſtant, 
from Rome, and ſurprized at tho reſem- 
blance of what he had ſeen during his ſlums. 
bers, his heart throbbed whilſt he traverſed 
the ſhady arches. A hallowed: filence 
reigned, the breath of zephyr ſcarcely agi- 
tated the tufted elms and. ancient poplars, 

whoſe elevated heads ſuſtained the recum- 
bent clouds; and nought was heard, ſave 
the remote murmuring of their branches, 
gently preſſing againſt each other. 


Numa advanced towards che temple 
where he ought to have offered up his vows, 
His anxious mind called up the remem- 
brance of the nymph he dared not hope o 
meet, 93 wandering eyes diſcovered 

$27 green” 


. 
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« green bower, ſuch as he-had ſeen in his 
ſleep, and reclined on the turf a female 
warrior, Her head- was ſupported by her 
ſhield ; ar her fide lay a helmet; and the 
flowing ringlets of her jetty locks carefully 
falling on her cuiraſs, added luſtre to her 
beauty. Two darts reſted on her arm ; an 
elegant ſword was ſuſpended to her thigh; 
and her robe, tucked above her knee, diſ- 
cloſed her purple buſkin, faſtened with a 
golden claſp. Thus the ſiſter of Apollo, 
after diſcharging her quiyer in the foreſt of 
Erimanthus, ſought repoſe on the top of 
Menale : the nymphs and dri watch 
around her; the breezes are huſhed to fi- - 
lence, and the goddeſs preſerves in her 
flumbers, that magnanimity of look, which, 
far from diminiſhing her beauty, heighten 
its ſplendor, | 


Sven 


1 NUMA reel Wen 


8568; and more lovely, was the martial 
| wiv; miſtaking ber for Pallas, fell 
on his knees before her, and would haye 
offered up his vows, but, alas! the organs 
of ſpeech failed him. His tongue cleaved 
to his palate; his mouth remained half 
opened; his arms extended towards the 
object he contemplated ; his dazzled _ 
fixed and PONY: 4 

Ar chat inſtant the warrior awoke, and 
perceiving Numa, ſtarted up. She cover- 
ed her head with her terrific helmet, an 
ſhaking her javelin, ſaid with a loud and 
threatening voice, Whoever thou art, raſh 
4 youth, that haſt thus diſturbed me, | 

thank the gods that thou art unarmed, 
Couldſt thou defend thyſelf, ws > 
F ſhould puniſh thy S e 


— — 


* "5 O 60D» 


ALAS ELSE 


AKE 


nue thy road to the temple; go, young 


© thy temple, there to offer up my heart 
© and vows; but at the ſight of thee, my 
trembling legs refuſed their affiſtance. 
© The preſence of a divinity overcame an 
* unhappy mortal; and, if it is a crime to 
* behold a goddefs, know that my dazzled 
eyes could not ſuſtain the appearance.” 


TazsE words abated the wrath of the 
Amazon. Stooping the point of her dart, 
ſhe looked on him with a ſmile ; and af- 
fured him ſhe was no divinity. The great 


Romulus is my father; I am now off 
© my way to Rome, there to announce 


' the victory he bath) juſt obtained. Conti 


man, and ſolicit forgiveneſs of Minerva 
for thy impious error, 


1 | | Sus 


tor tj NOMA POMPILIOS x 
- © Oc0p»854, replied Nunia, *lerthine = 
* anger be appeaſed; I was going towards 


n 
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$zz then ſtwek her Wield, and at the 
ſound, her attendants aſſembled. They 
brought her fleet courſer ; ſhe inſtantly 
mounted him, and the moment he felt the 
ſpur, he fled away ſwifter than the wind. 


| Numa remained rivetted to the ſpot, in 
ſilent admiration. His eyes followed Her- 
filid as long as he could diſtinguiſh her; 
when ſhe diſappeared he would have fol- 
lowed her. A thouſand . confuſed ideas 
ruſhed upon his mind. He ftrove to. for- 
get his ideas; as he ſtrove, the more his 
uneaſineſs increaſed ; his eyes returned in- 
voluntarily to the place ſhe had occupied. 
He" ſtill thought he ſaw her, ſtill heard her 
ſpeak. Each word ſhe had uttered 're- 
echoed on his ear; each action was -int- 
printed on his memory. Her - majeſtic 


air, elegant t ſhape, black flowing T treſſes ſes, 
and the beautiful harmony of her features, 


all preſented themſelves to Numa. Her 


charming image was engraved upon his 
heart, and reflected in all he ſaw. 


© Ax!” id hi, t p ob) 
© dream is now interpreted! This is the 
© wood of Egeria : there is the arbour 1 
© ſaw; and the heavenly charmer who has 
© ſoenraptured me, is, no doubt, Herſilia. 
© O Herfilia ! Hetfilia ! with what delight 


* do I pronounce thy natne. Yet, who am | 
I, alas! that I ſhould dare to love thee ! 
To love thee, ſurely: were to contend 


© with the gods. Secretly to burn for thee; 


© and to worſhip thee, is an enviable lot. 


© Yes, inimitable fair! 1 will become a 
* ſoldier in the armies of thy father: I will 
Vor. 1 L | con- 
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' © eondu& thy iced ; will bear thy javelins 
J will be thy ſhield in battle; and ſhould 
the arrow which awaits thee, pierce me 


me to the heart, I ſhall exult, in my ex- 
« piring moments, that I died for thee,” 


Txvs his ſoſceptible heart was abſorbed - 
in love. Like the bleeding pine-tree whom 
one ſpark of fire conſumes, was Numa: 
the firſt ſenſations of affection were no 

| ſooner implanted, than they diffuſed them- 

ſelves through his whole frame. Minerva 

be totally neglected, and with haſty ſteps 

returned to Rome, following the footſteps 

of Herſilia's horſes. With wild looks he 

entered the town, running to {nd fd wich- 

out meeting the object of his reſearches: 

he dared not to enquire for her palace ; he 

feared to repeat the name at which his wal 
thrilled with rapture. | 
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Arx length he returned to Tatius ; and 
| thefirſt object he beheld, was Herbilia, relat · 
ing an account to the good king, of the 
vitory obtained by her father, Numa, 
ſurprized and delighted, ftapped, trembled, 
and fixed his eyes on the ground. Herſi · 
lia, recollefting him, aſked Tatius if the 
young man belonged to his court. * The 
young man, anſwered the king, is my 
* adopted ſon. His father was the beſt and 
* moſt noble of the Sabines. He is of my 
© blood, and is the ſon of my once much 
© loved friend.“ He then ran to Numa, 
and, perceiving him pale and dejected, 
claſped him to his boſom. Numa endea- 
voured to cheer up his ſpirits. Herſilia 
looked at him; his paleneſs diſappeared ; 
a modeſt bluſh overſpread his check j in 
vain he attempted to ſpeak, and when he 

L2 would 


of his education. He embraced the oppor: 


alted praiſes on the ſon of Pompilius. 


15 NUMA PO MPILIOS:  EBoor . 
would have raiſed his eyes, they baſkfully 
retreated from ſo much beauty. PI. 
* $7 

f Tarivs, too old to chav the firſt 

effects of love, ſmiled at his timidity: he 
undertook to plead his excuſe, by inform- 


| F, 
ing the princeſs his age, and the manner 


tunity to extol the virtues of Tullus and 
his amiable pupil, Beftobving the moſt ex- 


Tx princeſs liſtened with inexpreſſible 
pleaſure : ſhe looked on Numa; the height · 
ening roſes increaſed her charms': ſhe diſ- 
covered with joy the cauſe of. his diſqui- | 
etude; and, for the firſt time, was flattered 
with having inſpired love. As ſhe quitted | 
Tatius, her eyes encountereg the looks of 2 

þ 


þ 
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| the tender Numa; their looks penetrated 
the inmoſt receſſes of their fouls : Oh how 


eloquent for both! Numa wrought to the 


higheſt pitch of hope; Herſilia of love. 


FroM this hour, the ſon of Pompilius 
was no longer himſelf, Solely devoted to 


Herſilia, all the day he ſought after her 20 


all the night ſhe filled his dreams. Tatius 
he neglects; Tullus and his leſſons are 


forgotten. Virtue, glory, all that tran- 
ſported his ſoul, now charmed no longer: 


his heart, mind, and memeyy; rce 
ſufficient for Herſilia: his heart incapable 
of producing any other | ſentiment than 


love. 


O vxngayeey young man! is there no 


hope of thee ? One day, one fingle moment,. 


hath. 


„ 
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hath blaſted the fruit of many yeats expect · 
ration. Thus the pupil of the venerable 
Tullus, that example of wiſdom, reſerved 
for ſuch exalted honours, becomes the ſport 
of an unbridled paſſion, the flave of mad 
deſires ; throwing away the unbounded 
gifts of Heaven, to purſue imaginary hap- 
pineſs, the tormentor of life. His courage 
1s caſt down, his mind alienated ; his bodily 
ſtrength waſted : he has neither virtue or 
reaſon ; he will periſh, like the ; lunatic, 


inſenſible of the malady which deſtroys 


| Is the mean time, Remains who had 
lain king Acron, and overcome che An- 
temnates, returned, with his army, ta 

Rome; and his ſubjects were employed in 
preparing a triumph, as an example of 
; what 


as hs be done tor chaſe he cots 
queredthe univerſe, | 

K1nc Tatius, at. the head of the citi« 
zens, cloathed in white, marched before 
his colleague: The fire blazed on the 
altar of Jupiter: the prieſts and ſooth- 
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fayers followed the conqueror, carrying 


112 The road 
leading to the capitol was ſtrewed with 
flowers, the gates and doors ornamented 
with garlands, and the Roman women, 
arrayed in their. beſt apparel, take their 
children in their arms, and endeavour to ex- 
cite their joy by the moſt tender careſſes, 
promiſing again to ſhew them their victo- 
rious fathers. | 


Ar adiſtanceis ſeen the ſplendid eagles 
a thouſand acclamations reply to the ſound 


Ke . 
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of the flyer trumpets: The army adyan- 
. ces above them all, ſeated in a magnifi> 
| Cent car, is diſtinguiſhed the mighty Ro- 
miutus ; his head decorated wich wreaths 
of laurel ; ſupporting with his hands a 
large oak, whereon was hanging the ar- 
mour of king Acron. Before him marched 

the family of the vanquiſhed monarch, in 

| folemn mourning, ſhaking their chains, and 

> IM overwhelmed with grief. A croud of 
Haves, bending under the weight of plun« 

der, encireled the chariot ; à band of ſol- 
diers followed ſhouting, whilſt echo te- 

peated, Long live great Romulus“?! 


* 


H x aſcended the capitol, ſurrounded by 

the people, clated with his ſucceſs. Ar- 

| riving at the temiple of Jupiter, he ſprang 
. from the car, without quitting the ok : 


4A 
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armour claſbed, and reſounded afar off. 
Romulus marched. to the altar, and depo- 
ſited his trophies before the ſtatue- of the 
god. O Jupiter, cried he, deign to 
© conſecrated to thee ] Suffer this great day 
to be made manifeſt in the minds of my 
people; and may my deſcendants, after 
* my example, fill chy ſhered-yailes with 
* the * of een 5 


3 


a * 1 * Fg 


Haine e be ſeized a fiexct 
bull, which, with one hand; he dragged to 
the altar, then throwing it upon its knees, 
he plucked ſome hair from its large front, 
1 * * . 
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{wi the vidtie was conſumed, Ro- 
era che teraple, and thus harangued 
his ſoldiers: Romans, of what advantage 
i one victory, whilſt we have yet ſo many 
enemies? The Antemnates ate conqueted, 
but the Volſcians,. the Herniſcians, and 
_ © brave Marfes, alone worthy of our arms, 
© have not yet received our yoke. Prepart 
yourſetves to march againſt them: this 
< we call a glorious du 3 to-morrow tha 
© deſerve the appellation. I will head yod 
' againſt the Marſes, to the relief of my 
©confedbrates the "This diy I 
*-allow you to embrace your. wives and 
your children ; bur as ſben ac Aurota, in 
ven, be ready urtnbd in the feld of 
Mars: your king himſelf will bathe, 
Wfa 
983 no * 
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Tux whole army teſtified their joy with 
repeated acclamations. The eagles were 
conducted to the royal palace, and a choſen 
guard appointed to watch over the ſacred 
depoſit. The ſoldiers diſperſed themfalves 
to enjoy the embraces of their much - loved 
friends, whilſt love and tenderneſs lengrh- 
wa. + kay Fi 


END OF TRE SECOND ht. 
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Tatius furniſhes bim with arms, and pre. 

ſents him to the army—The joy of the o 
Sabines at bebolding the ſon of Pompilius. 
— Tatius wiſhes to drtend Numa; but the 
people, uniting with Tatia, induce him to 
change bis reſolution. —The departure of the 
army.—Romulus joins his confederate, the 
| king of Campania.—Deſeription of that 
 prince's camp.—Romulus ſeparates fron 
bim. The arrival and diſcourſe of the am- 
baſſadors of the Marſes. 


HE triumph of Romulus confirmed 
the reſolutions of Numa. His ſoul, 
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already inflamed - with loye,' was now ra- 
viſhed with the pageant, Glory, in its 
greateſt luſtre, preſented itſelf to him as 
the ſureſt means to merit the eſteem of 
Herſilia. No ſooner had he conceived this 
hope, than he burned with impatience to 
be 2 hero; and two paſſions, either of 
which were ſufficient. to tranſport his noble 
mind, obtain united poſſeſſion. of his-young 
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Tartvs entered his palace, accompa- 
nied by Numa ſighing. He would have 
revealed all his wiſhes; but he feared the 
reproaches of the ſage monarch : he looked 
on him, and kept ſilence. Like a timid , i 

paces ; gently it beats upon. her garment. 
| and with expreſſive looks, and trickling 
tears, intreats to be taken to her ams. 7% 
| Tux 
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„Tux good king, who never knew Uiſ- 


viſe, encouraged him to ſpeak. © What, 


ſaid he, © my child, oppreſleth thee ? Thy 
© Qefires, if they are eee Walen 
bn as an 


* * 
* 


O wry father, 80 Neis < Het» 
© ven is my witneſs, that when I told thee | 
I would devote my life to anxious care 
for thy age's ſafety, and to acquire thy 
virtues, I ſpoke the dictates of my ſoul, 
© Since I have ſeen the triumph of Nomu- 
jus, unknown paſſions have taken root in 
© me. The love of glory dates, the thirſt 
© of battle devours me. Yes, I am of thy 


© blood ; I feel L am the ſon of Ponapitis. 
At my age, thou, and my father, had 
gained victories: at my age, your heads 
* were begirt with thoſe laurels I am ambi- 

| < tions 
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« tious to obtain: whilſt I, dhe unknown 

« fon of the brave Pompilius, the friend of 

only victims. O my protector! permit 
© me to imitate thee; ſtiffer me to follow 

* Romulus, that I may become a hero, fuch 

as thou art, ſuch as was my father.” 


Wnzx he had finiſhed ſpeaking, he 
threw himſelf at the feet of the old man, „ 
and bowed down his head to conceal his 5 as. 
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Ass Un thyſelf,* anſwered Tatius, 
thou art pardoned. | How ſhould I con- 
* demin in thee, the ſentiments I have che- 
* riſhed in myſelf ? Alas ! my affection for 
© thee would, doubtleſs, have preferred thy 
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* and in my paternal boſom: but I, like 


2" Able ronrtus b, 
peace, under the Alter br my thronc, 


: 


* thyſelf, am a Sabine, and well know che 


« alluring charms of glory. Numa, thy 


courage delights me, though, when 1 
think, at thy early age, how many diff. 
culties thou muſt encounter, I cannot 


check the riſing tear; for this will be the 
© moſt perilous war Romulus hath ever ex- 
© perienced. The tertible Marſes are 3 


C people of gigantic ſize, and prodigious 
© ſtrength ; even at this day, they bear all 


* their native ferocity : arming themſelves 
* with maſſy clubs, like Aleides of old, and 
© dip their arrows in poiſon extracted from 
* weeds which grow on Gs 
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© to be able to defend bimibif againd; fack- 
« adverſaries! Thou muſt ſee I am a favou- 
© rite of the gods, ſince they inſpire me 
with the defire-to follow Romulus in the 
mament of his greateſt danger. O my 
father! I am reſolved ; thou haſt in- 
* creaſed my anxiety; and honour will com- 
© mand thee to let me * to ſhe; field of 
* battle,” 


A cELFSTIAL flame ſparkled in his eyes, 7 
his voice became ſtronger, his perſon and | 
actions aſſumed an air of nobility and bold- 
neſs. So Achilles, when diſguiſed with the 
daughters of Lycomedes, ruſhed upon the 
ſword of Ulyfles, and revealed his ſex by 
his undaunted __ 


Ar this impulſe, Tatius ſhed tears of 
joy; ; his extaſy over-powered him. C Yes, — "© _ 
Vor. I. * my 
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my ſon,” ſaid he, { thou ſhalt Gt the 
« Marſes, and thy father wilt accompany 
© thee. I will lead thee into battle, and 
© teach thee to act like a hero. Do not 
imagine that age has drained me of all 
©, my ſtrength : this hand can yet direct a 
© dart ; this arm can well ſupport a ſhield. 
© Neſtor, when older than I am, taught 
his beloved Antiloque to ſubdue : I am 
not equal to Neſtor, although he eſteem- 
fed me as his ſon.” 


Numa threw himſelf into his arms ; 
the perturbation of his ſoul urged him to 
reveal his attachment to Herſilia; but 
fearing to weaken the good king's opinion, 
by informing him that glory was not the 
leading paſſion of his heart, he deferred 
the avowal to a future opportunity. 


TATIUS, 
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TAaT1vs, occupied with his new deſigns, 
ran to aſk the prieſts of Jupiter for his old 
arms, which he had conſecrated to the gods. 


\When he beheld them, he felt the fire of 


his youth rekindle. Oh Jupiter, Jupi- 
© ter,” cried he, if the blood of my nume- 


* rous victims hath not in vain tinged thine , 


© altars; if my heart hath never offended 


- » thee, renew in me, for a ſhort time, the 


* ſtrength I enjoyed when the furious 
* Rhamnes attacked the Sabines at the head 
© of the Herniſcians : they contemned my 


youth; they defied me in combat; they 
* hurled a dart of an amazing fize, which 
no man at this day could fling, imagining 


* I ſhould fall to the ground : fortunately 
* ] evaded the terrible. blow, and ruſhing 


* precipitately on Rhamnes, three times I 


* plunged my reeking ſword in his body. 
* N 2 * Oh 
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Oh Jupiter! deign to allow me a few 
more glorious days ! Then ſhall I deſcend | 
© contented to the grave. 


sven were. the wiſhes of Dates ah 
ſoon as his daughter heard of his deſigns, 
with eager ſteps ſhe flew to requeſt he would 
renounce them. Her prayers, her tears 
are vain; the unfortunate Tatia is depriy- 
ed, on à ſudden, of all the happineſs ſhe 
had fondly painted to herſelf. She per- 
eeived with ſorrow her growing paſſion for 
Numa: without complaining, : without 
avowing her grief, ſhe wept the departure 
of her father, and, her aching ſoul in ſecret 
heaved many a bitter ſigh. Herſilia, and 
the journey alone, occupied the thoughts 
of Numa. T he only arms he poſſeſſed, was 
the ſword which belonged to Pompilius: 

| Taatius 
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T: atius choſe, from * arſenal of Koinkilus, | 


a bright cuiraſs of burniſhed gald ; the 
helmet, ſtill more magnificent, was ſur- 


mounted by a ſphinx, admirably wrought, 3 


from each ſide of which dropped 2-plume 


of purple feathers ; the ſhield was compol- 
ed of ſeven oxes ſkins, covered with four 


ſheets of gold, filver, braſs and pewter : 
it was made in time of yore for king Procas 
by the ingenious Egeon : on the ſhield was 
repreſented the hiſtory of the pious Eneas. 


' PLEASED with theſe arms, Tatius had 
them carried before Numa : the ſound of 


them ſtruck terror into the heart of every 


one, except the young hero, whoſe paſſion 
it redoubled. He contemplated them, 
and delighted himſelf with their echo. 


When he put them on, how great a luſtre Fr 
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did it add to his beauty. His heart palpi- 
tated, his eyes ſparkled with courage; as 
a young horſe, who hears for the firſt time 
the trumpet's ſound, rears up his proud 


head, wide opening his fuming noſtrils, 


waving his main, and by his neighing, ans 
ſwers to the martial clangor that ſo much 
enraptures him. | 


Taz marſhalled Houds had ſealed the 


+ ſtars, all was ſilent and repoſed ; but the 


young lover knew no reſt. Agitated, ten 
thouſand ſchemes tormented him. He 
ſtudied over what he ſhould ſay to Her- 
flia ; with impatience longed for the hap+ 
py moment to addreſs himſelf to her; his 
imagination preſented various atchieves 
ments, which would do honour to his cou- 


AvRORA 


r . Jac 
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Av ROA had not yet illumined the eaſ - 


tern ſky ; Numa, no longer able to ſup- 


mour, and ſallied forth to Tatius's palace, 
The good king, ſmiling at his impatience, 
Oe aroſe, covered his hoary head 


with a helmet,*and putting on his cuiraſs, 
which for many years he had not- worn, 
ſilently quitted the. palace, unwilling to 
take leave of his daughter; ſo leaning on 
on the arm of N uma, he marched towards 
the field of Mars. 


RomvLvs, Herfilia, and the whole 
army were there before them. _ 


Tartivs preſented the young wartior 
to his colleague ; Herſilia, gazing at him, 
bluſhed, Numa, who had fo long pre- 

pared 


preſs his anxiety, equipped himſelf in ar- 
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| 7 lata an addreſs to o Held, was. W 


1 ſpeak; the moment he beheld the ons f | 
x his voice faltered. „ 


Tx king of Rome highly commended” ©; 
the zeal which Numa fo evidently dif- 

cloſed As ſoon as he learned the hiſtory of 

his birth, he preſented him to the body of 

Sabines, who formed the left wing of his 

| army. . Sabines, ſays he, I introduce to 
you a young hero, who propoſes to enliſt 
* himſelf under your banners: he hath a quſt 
claim to ſhare your affections; he par. 
* takes of your blood—Iri is the ſon of Pom- 
2 en nne _—_—_— 


Ar the mention of Pompilius, the air 
rang with ſhouts of joy ; all the Sabines 
| n their ranks, and flew to Numa. 

Metius 


8 


Metius, Valerius, a all the ancient. hes” 
riors, covered with ſears, by turns claſped 
the ſon of Pompilius to their boſoms. 


« To thy father, ſaid one, I am indebted 


* for all I enjoy. He ſaved my life,” 
cried another. He was our benefactor,” 
exclaimed they unanimouſly : Oh l enter, 
* enter into our army, ſon of the moſt 
8 equitable and courageous of men ; come, 
fight under our ſhields ; our arms and 
© hearts are wholly thine,” King of Rome, 
continue they, addrefling themſelves to 
Romulus, '* we requeſt that you will ap- 
* point him our commander.; under him, 
* as under his father, we ſhall be invincible : 


may he be our chief, and be called Pom- 


* pilius ; we will be anſwerable for the vic - 
c © tory.” * I 
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VS, my brave ftiends, anſwered Ta. 
tius, who arrived in the inſtant, © doubtleſs 
© he ſhall command, and I will be witneſs 
© to his atchievements. With him, with 
© you, my old ineſtimable companions, who 


perhaps will yet acknowledge me, will l 
© ] fight : in the field of honour we ſhall 


© again meet: there your king ſhall make 


© his 1aft campaign; ſhould his ſtrength 
© fail him, ye muſt carry him in your 


© arms.” 


Ar theſe words the joyous ſhouts of the 
people reverberated in the air ; they encir- 
cled their ancient monarch, and embraced 
his hands: O beſt of kings! ſaid they, 
© we will endeavour to prolong thy days; 
© with our bodies we will defend thee from 
© danger. Alas! ifthouart ſnatched from 
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« us, who ſhall make our poſterity happy ? 
Come; teach the ſon of Pompilius to imi- 
tate his worthy father: we will inſtruct 
the people how much they ought to vgs 


ue a good king.” 

Tart1vs could only anſwer them with 
his tears: he ſtretched out his arms to the 
oldeſt of his friends, whom he preſſed to his 
boſom, and recounting their exploits, re- 


| queſted they would bear the ſame love for 


Numa he had ever borne for them. Atthis 
pathetic ſight, Romulus, Romulus himſelf 
was affected ; he proclaimed Numa Pompi- 
lius commander of the Sabines. Innumerable 


acclamations overpowered the ſhrill ſound 


of the trumpets; and the haughty Her- 
ſilia felicitated herſelf in ſecret, that he was 
Joined to the people with whom ſhe always 
fought, 
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with our afflictions, or comfort us under 


gained with the blood of our citizens, 
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TAE army was al in readineſs ; 
jp to march was prepared, and Tatius had 
Juſt finiſhed his charge to the diſcreet Mef- 
ſala to adminiſter ſtrict juſtice during his 
abſence, when a crowd of diſconſolate ſub- 
jects threw themſelyes at his feet. 


he üg 


0 Warkzrokk, ſaid they, doſt chon 
© abandan us? We have two kings who 
© ought to be aur fathers, yet are we left 
© like orphans. We are accuſtomed to the 
* abſence of Romulus; but thou our good 
king Tatius, who loveſt us, and who art 
always with us; why, at this period, doſt 
thou quit us? Who, in thy abſence, will 
render us juſtice? Who will ſympathize 


r misfortunes? When victories are 


ben 


. ä * 


63 9 : 


Numa, then at the old warriors. 


I 


[Poor Il. NUMA”POMPILIUS. tas 


K 


thou wilt ſoon know it: the fathers, the 


+ unhappy infants, and mourning widows, 
vill ſeek refuge in thee. On thy neck 
4 will they weep, and thy kind condolance 


$ will mitigate their ſorrow. What ſhall 


become of the unfortunate, if, inſtead of 
having thee to canſole them, they are in 
* conſtant fear for thy ſafety ? Alas ! what 


© {cekeſt thou in battle? What is wanting j 


to thy glory? We revere thee as a god, 


das a father we will cheriſh thee : what 


greater honours can victory procure thee ? 


„Will you, to make llaves, abandon thy 


people? * 


. | * * 
Tavs ſpoke one of the ſages, and Ta- 


tius was drowned in tears. He looked at 


and the warriors caſt themſelves before him, 


and 
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and joined er ne 4 to the ſu pplicz- 
tions of the people. Tatius heſitated no 
longer, but throwing away his helmet and 
ſpear, embraced the old man who addreſſed 
him, crying out, It is done; the greateſt 
glory I can poſſeſs is torender myſelf ule- 
ful to my people. For the grave Kos. 
will I quit them.” 


Tux affectionate Tutia, who had con- 
cealed herſelf in the crowd, now ruſhed for- 
ward to teſtify her joy : Thou haſt not 
* yielded- to my tears, but I knew theſe 

- © thou couldeſt not refuſe. It was I aſſem- 
* blgd them, and informed them of the dan- 
get which awaited thee ;.and I am far 

© from poſſeſſing a particle of jealouſy at 

8 preference thou haſt ſhewn them.” - 


TarTivs 
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_ Tar1vs caught his daughter in his 
arms, and kifling the ſtarting tear from the 
eye of Numa, bid him farewell; recom- 
mending the Sabines to preſerve and defend 
the treaſure he had committed to theit 
care. Tatia, whoſe eyes were rivetted to 
the ground, could ſcarcely command her 
voice ſufficiently to wiſh him all the ES 


neſs and glory he merited. 


Ar length the fignal was given, and the 
good Tatius heaved a ſigh as the army filed 
off. Numa, at a diſtance, wa ved his hand, 
and the people, with tranſports of joy, ac 
companied their king back to Rome. 
j | 
THz army was divided into three co- 
lumns. The firſt conſiſted of the RY 
legions, who acknowledge Romulus only 
i. ; for 
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for their chief. Romulus hath no fixed ſta- 
. tion, but mounted on a Thracian courſer, 
is conſtantly changing his place, leaving 
the care of the legions to the old Hoſtllius, 

whoſe ſon has fince heen king of Rome. 
At the ſide of this warrior marched the 
brave Horace, whoſe three ſons, ſifty years 
afterwards, ſubdued the town of Alba 

by their victory over the Cutiaratii. Maſſi- 

cus, Abas, Servius, the yourg Miſenus, and 

valiant Talaſſius, are of the firſt rank, hav- 
ing ſignalized themſelves by carrying off | 

the ſpoils of ſome renowned enemy. T heſe 

brave Romans lead the van in march, and 

form the right wing in battle. 8 


Tus ſecond column is compoſed of the 


s; amongſt whom we find the Lau- 
rentines, the Fidenates, thoſe of Fellene, 
Aracia, 


&. +. 
* 
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Aricia, and ancient Politore. All theſe 
were conquered by Romulus, and now pride 
themſelves on the defeat which has gained 
them the name of Romans. Of their chiefs 
are Azilas, Orimanthus, Feraltine ; Ladon, 
« ſon of the nymph Perenna ; and the hand- 
ſome Nipheus, borninthefruitful Canentum; 
Cynirus, prieſt of Apollo, who bears on his | 4 
helmet the laurel and bands ſacred to the Po - "0 

god. This body of infantry always occupy 
the center of the army, both on the march | 
and when engaged, _ 


* 


Tas brave Sabines form the third co- 
lumn, and are the left wing of the army. 
Metius reſigned the command of them to 
the young Numa, and at the decline of 
life became a private ſoldier-; but his ag 
his noble actions, filver hairs and ſears, 


Vor. I. P will 


— 


i 
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will ever inſure him reſpeet, independepr of 
his 1 Metius from the ranks gives 
the word of command. After him is heard 
the wiſe Catillus, the formidable Coras, Ta- 
nais, Talos, and the valiant s, grand. 
ſon of the river Abaris and the amiable 
Aſtur, who was educated on the borders of 

1 the fountain of Blanduſia, and ſuppoſed to 
1 * | th he admited by the fierce naiad Ufens; his 

1 Kin. buſhy beard, painted of various colours, 

concealed half his face. All theſe war- 
riors followed Numa. 


Covered with fparkling armour, be- 
tween love and extaſy almoſt frantic, N uma, 
mounted on a beautiful ſteed, white as the 
fnow on the lofty ſummit. of Mount Tau- 
rus, advanced at the head of his people; 
the impatient animal rebounded under his 
| maſier, 


, 
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maſter, with his feet beating: the earth and 


aif. 


HERSII 14 Was ſeared in 4 magnificent 
chariot, armed like Pallas, and beautiful as 
the queen of love; on her brilliant helmet 
was fixed her creſt, the Roman eagles, a 
golden quiver hung on her ſnoulders, and 
in her hand ſhe held the bow of Pindarus, 
which Eneas carried into Italy, and tranf- 
ferred to his grandſon Romulus. The ſage 
Brutus conducted her charivt : Oh ! how 
much did Numa envy him his ſituation. | 
Numa, whoſe eyes were ever fixed on Her- 
filia, marched at the fide of her chariot. 
He equalled the amazon in beauty, but ac- 
cuſtomed to the habiliments of war, they 
added more grace to her perfon. Thus 
Apollo, and his fiſter Diana, armed, ran 

P 2 over 
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over the mountains of Cynthus „both equally 
formidable, both dazzling the eyes of the 
ſpectators. A preſumptive proud air was 
impreſſed on the countenance of the daugh- 
ter of Latona; meekneſs, on the contrary, 
was the leading trait of Numa. 


Wirk eager ſteps the army advanced to- 
wards the borders of the Liris, and the coun- 
try of Auxence, where they were to join the 
king of Capua; but being obliged to croſs 
the country of the Herniſcians, Romulus 
ſent heralds to gain permiſſion to paſs, 
which the king of Herniſcia refuſed. 


— 


© I AM not,” ſays he, © a confederate of 
the Marſes; or Romans: if your enemies 
were marching towards Rome, I ſhould- 


not ſuffer them to ſhorten their road by 
* paſſing 
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* paſſing through my territories; therefore, 
« ought I not equally to prohibit you? In 
my opinion, by . to neutrality, I 
act with juſtice.” 

be] 

RoMULvS trembled with paſſion at the 
anſwer. * Oh! imprudent king! exclaim- 
ed he, © thou ſhalt know how dangerous it 
© is, not to declare thyſelf between two 
* ſuch powerful enemies. From this day 


thou ſhalt become the conqueror's.” _/ 


Hex was obliged, however, to defer his 
vengeance, in order to take a long wind- 
ing road th gain the frontiers of the 
Marſes; he haſtened over the Cimbrian 
mountains, where the Anio takes its riſe. 


Tux long and toilſome march fatigued 


——— 


the army, but was uſeful to the young war- 
riors: 


che Liris, a river which ſeparates the Mar- 


tis NUMA POMPILIUS. Tür If, 


riors: Numa, above all, dearly learnt the 
noble art. Inſtructed by maſters equally ca- 
pable with the Sabines, enflamed with the 
love and preſence of Herfilia, at the end 


of his journey, he had all the experience of 


an ancient warrior. Without ever having 


fought, he well knew how to fight; he 
fixed his eyes on the heroic maid, impati- 


ently waiting for her to give the ſignal, 
With ine xpreſſble tranſport he beheld the 
approach of his enemies. 


Ar length they arrived on the borders of 


ſes from the Eques and Herniſcians. The 
king of Capua, at the head of thirty thous 
ſand men, had been encamped three days 
The moment he perceived the van guard 
of che Romans, he drew out all his am 
in 
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in battalick order ; a thouſand inſtruments 
welcomed the approach of his confederates; 


Rouvrus commanded the trumpets. to 
ſound, and arranged his warriors oppoſite 
to the Campanians ; then advancing to- 
wards the king of Capua, the two monarchs 
embraced each other, vowing eternal friend» 
ſhip. Romulus, impatient to be acquaint · 
ed with the ſoldiers who were to fight * 


bim, ſurveyed all the ranks, 


He had not proceeded many ſteps, when 
his ears were aſſailed with a unanimous re- 
queſt, whether the Campanians dare ſmile 
in his preſence, or harangue when under 
arms, and exhibit a want of diſeipline which 
greatly excited the wrath of Romulus. 
He regarded them with a fovery eye, with 

pity 
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pity liſtened to eo generous crowd, who 
were expoſing their ignorance, without 
deigning to return them an anſwer; but knit 
his brow when he perceived old ſoldiers | 
commanded by young officers, and all their 


cuiraſſes glittering with gold and filver, 


He ſeized a ſplendid buckler, the weight 
of which ſeemed to fatigue a young Cam, 
panian warrior: the king of Rome held it 


at the extremity of his fingers, and redden · 


ing with paſſion, peruſed an amorous de- 
vice. He ſnatched the ſpears from ſome 
of the ſoldiers, and breaking them in pieces 


with his hands, he aſked them, with an iro- 


nic ſmile, what were the uſe of ſuch arms? 


Wurn he arrived at the Campanian 
camp, he dived into every part of it. How 


great was his indignation, when he entered 
| the 


- 


. 
. 


"I 


it 
- 
— 
e 
s 
> 
ö 


the magnificent tents, from whence iſſued 
the ſweeteſt perfumes ; he found baths, 
beds, all the inventions and refined lux- 
uries of the world aſſembled. Here 


are public diverſions, where. the chiefs 
of the Campanians paſs their nights, injur- 


ing their health, loſing their fortunes, and 


-- 


too frequently their honour. In places ſtill 
more infamous, were parties of courteſans, 
almoſt as numerous as the army, keeping 
an open ſchool of vice, alluring and detain- 
ing the young men in the bonds of copta; 


minated beauty, damping their courage, 


extinguiſhing their vigour, and delivering 
them up to their enemies, without either 
glory, virtue, or ſtrength ; diſgraceful lyx- 
uries, deſtructive idleneſs, and diſguſtful 
debauchery, predominating every where. 
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| Tn * king of Rome precipitately quit 
ted the camp. He took the king of Cam. 
pania by the hand, and without ſpeaking, 
conducted him through the ranks of the 
Roman army. A profound filence reigned; 
attention and reſpect fat on their coun- 
'tenances ; each warrior, ſteady at his poſt, 
watching his chief, and ready to obey his 
orders. Iron and braſs ſhone around': if 
gold or ſilver ornamented any arms, it was 
thoſe of princes, or generals, whoſe birth 
or merit claimed the diſtinction. Neither 
women nor jewels occupied the vacant part 
of the camp ; but horſes to replace thoſe 
that were killed, arms to fupply thoſe that 
were broken, and neceſſaries for the wound- 
ed. Each ſoldier carried his tent, provi- 
fions, and arms ; yet not any of them were 
fatigued cither with their baggage or their 


5 Taz 
. | 7 
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Tus valiant king walked flowly through 
the middle of his army, filently obſerving - 


the king of Campania ;z- and taking the ja- 


velin from the laſt ſoldier in the rank, put 
it into the hands of that ſovereign: the 
weight was too great for the monarch; he 
bluſhing, let it fall on the ground. Romu- 
lus thus broke the ſilence. 


KIxOG of 8 I leave thee to 
judge, whether thy troops and mine can 
with propriety fight under the ſame 
© ſtandard : the fierce lions, and timid 
lambs, are not accuſtomed to be united: 
Thy army will weaken mine; the Romans, 


$ who are habiruarfd to attack their enemies 


* with energy, will, in defending their con- | 


* federates, loſe half their power. A great- 
er danger ſtill awaits me; the infected air, 
| Q 2 © which 
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„Which prevails in thy cap: p, will penetrate 
to mine; and rhe heinous a more 
* Areadful than the plague, will ener vate my 
* {oldiers 3 and inſtead of gaining the vic-. 
« tory, I Malt moſt probably myſelf become 
© A priſoner. King of Capua, I highly va- 
© iſe being, Met to thee ; yet I muſt con- 
© feſs, the glory of my people is far dearer 
to me. If it is thy 7 we ſhould conti- 
nue friends, let us Aaflantiy ſeparate : 
Remove from we thy dangerous camp, 
© arid if thou canſt not force thy ſubjeRs to 
© behave Hke men, at leaſt prevent them 
a from corruptintg others,” 


Tires ſpoke gh and the young 
Capis, fon tothe king of Campunia, a prince 
worthy to be a Roman, was ſd much affect 
ed with ſhame, he had; not courage to 166k. 

| N 
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at the king. His father, diſcouraged with 
the afcendaticy which a great man hath over 
an indifferent king, begged Romulus would 
inſtruct him how he ſhould act, promiſing 
to adhere ſtrictly to his advice; 


I x xow,' anſwered Romulus, that 
the Samnites are on the march to, relieve 


the Marſes ; they muſt take the town of 


© Auxence in their way, and Auxence is in 
thy power; go thither, throw thyſelf 
© within its walls in caſe of an attack. 
Only take a third of the forces with thee, 
* ſend the reſt under the command of the 
© moſt able of thy generals, to meet the 
« Samnites, giving him ſtrict charge not to 
hazard a battle with thoſe dreadful peo- 


ple. Thy ſoldiers could not poſſibly re- 


ſiſt them, but by avoiding a conflict they 
| Is © will 
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ii 795 „will harraſs the Samnites, and prevent 
| © © their joining the Marſes. In the mean 
. 5 time, I will attack the latter, and with my 
= * father's aſſiſtance, doubt not of gaining 
WH: © the victory; thus their inevitable ruin 
"HG ill in one day decide the war.” 


i | WEN Romulus had finiſhed ſpeaking, 
the young Capis threw himſelf at his feet, 
ſazing, © Oh! king, whom I admire and 
« reſpe& equally, with thy father Mars, 
* deign to allow me permiſſion to fight un- 
der thy colours: with what pleaſure 
« ſhall I inſtruct myſelf in the duties pf 2 
1 * hero, Ah! where ſhall I find a perſon ſo 
able to adviſe me as thou art. Know, thou 
* fon of a god, that being properly moulded 
© by thee, I, in my turn, may be able to 
* train up my father's ſubjects: yet the 
* glory 
— 


W 


# 8 
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9 


0 gory of tnaking them ad as Romans, to 


Rr N 


4x king of Rome, delighted with his 
ſpeech, raiſed him up, and inſtantly appoint- 
ed him tothe command ofa Roman cohort. 
Capis, far more proud of being an officer 
under Romulus, than prince of Capua, 


kiſſed his general's hand, took leave of his 
father, and flew to occupy his ſtation. 


At the ſame time, the king of Campania 
departed for Auxence, attended by ten 
thouſand warriors ; the reſt, conducted by 
a Greek; who ſerved under the king of 
Capua, marched towards the Samnites; 
and Romulus, who was impatient to begin 
the war, wiſhed to fix his camp that night 
on the other fide of the Liris. 


—— 


| 
= 
' 
4 
ti 
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river, which he was preparing to eroſs, he 


Marſes, with venerable countenandey, long 


of Rome, ſaying, © What have we done to 
* offend thee ? Have we ever aggrieved 


.* imaginary rights on our ſtate, and he ſhall 
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Jvs x as he arrived at a narrow part of the 


was met by three ambaſſadors from the 


beards, which flowed over their boſoms, 
their heads bald or thinly ſeattered with 
white hair*; in one hand they held a <jud 
in the other a _—_ iant arrow. 


, 


TRE Adeſt advanced towards the king 


* thy land? Have we ever threatened 
thy city > What doſt thou aſk ? Who 
* art thou? What wilt thou have? The 
# king of Campania attacks us by claiming 


© be ſeverely puniſhed : thou canſt not have 
© the ſame pretence ; we know thee not; 
© neither haſt thou ever before ſeen us. 


© We 


ER SS ELSE 


5 


2 


* 


Book III. J NUMA POMPILIUS, 121 


« We poſſeſs not any thing that can poſſi- 


« bly excite thy concupiſcence. Doſt thou 


know what the gods haye ordained to be 


the gifts of the Marſes ? Oxen, a plough, 


* a club, and. a cup; ; theſe ſerve both to 
regale our friends, and revenge our ene- | 


mies. To the former we give the pro- 
duce of our plough and oxen, and from 
* our cups we drink libations to Jupiter ; 


with our arrows we deſtroy our enemies 
** at a diſtance, and with our clubs we 


6 cruſh all thoſe who have the raſhneſs 
* to approach us. Now, king of Rome, 


*it is with thee to chuſe the cup, or 


arrow. They ſay thou art the ſon of a 


god; do then good to mankind : if thou | 
* art only a man, tremble to attack thoſe 


men who are equally ſtrong, and far more 


. N than thyſelf.” 4 
Vor. I. R © TREM- 


L 
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© TagMBLE, I hover did,” anſwered 
Romulus, with his eyes full of indig- 
nation; © I came to the relief of my confe- 


© derates, and not to contemplate on the 


© Juſtice of the cauſe. I am the ſon of 
Mars, and not of Themis. Return, old 
© tan, to thy people; there announce the 
© war : leave me the arrow; it is the moſt 
* acceptable preſent, I ever received, as it 
© tells me I ſhall combat thoſe, whoſe 
* courage is worthy the exertion of my 
« ſtrength.” | e 


. Hz then ſnatched the arrow from the 
old man, whoſe eyes for ſome minutes had 
been rivetted on Romulus; then turning 


them towards the Heavens, as if he im- 


— 


plored them to bear record of the juſtice 
of his cauſe, retired without uttering a ſyl- 
lable. Es br 5 

RoMvLVs 


ritories. 
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RoMULUs immediately eroſſed the Liris, 
and fixed his camp on the Marſyan ter- 


o 
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1 be Marſes efembled to appoint a general. — 
A diſagreement ariſes between tbem.— It is 
decided, that whichever of the candidates 
can break a poplar tree, ſhall be elected. 
The young Leo is the conqueror, but reſigns 
the command to an old man.—The army, 
during their march, fall in ith Romulus, 
— Diſpoſition of Romulus. —Nutna's Hu- 
manity : be offers up ſacrifices to Ceres, 
and releaſes his priſoners —Ceres cauſes | 
Anciles' ſhield to fall at his feet —Leo,” 
during the night, befieges the camp of the 
4 Romans : ſels fire to it, and defeats Ro- 
mulus, 


— 


N the mean while, the Marſes were aſ- 
n in the holy foreſt of Marrubie, 
ſincerely 
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ſincerely hoping for peace, though pre- 
paring for war. The ſenate, who govern 
the free people, had already ſent to their 
confederates, imploring their affiſtance. All 
the young men had taken up arms: upwards. 
of twenty thouſand warriors, with clubs, | 


or arrows in their hands, were impatiently 
waiting the return of the ambaſſadors. - 


Soox they arrived, Uneaſineſs fur 
on their brow : with flow ſteps they ad- 
ranced in the middle of the affembly : 
every perſon crowded around interrogated 
them, eagerly waiting for their anſwers; 
Prepare your clubs, exclaimed they; 
„Romulus has choſen the attöw': he has 
already pitched his camp on- our tetri- 

* tories ; he has dated to ſpeak to us of 

* the yoke.” At this ſpeech; a ery of in- 

dignation iſſued around: the army, en- 

raged 


an as * 
r b eee 
* * "ry g ” * 
* | 
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| raped, begged to have permiſſion to march 

immediately; but the old men checkey 
their ardour, and deſired they would r- 
main, till their confederates arrived, and 
able to oppoſe the king of Rome. 


Max v warriorsoffered to obtain thmt ho- 
nour, among whom was the valiant Aulon, de- 

| ſcended from Cacus, who, inſtead of a Gord 
or dart, carried an axe of ſuch a prodigious 
fize, that not any of the Marſes could lift. 
Penthus, equally active with either hand, 
was a grandſon of the unfortunate Marſyas, 
father to the Marſes ; Liger, who in ſwift 
neſs ſurpaſſed the ſtag, his arms were only 
a ſharp iron quoit, which he throws with 
ſuch dexterity, that it never fails giving 
the fatal blow; and Apollo's diſciple, the 

* amiable Aſtor, whoſe immenſe ſhield; Wr. 


1 4 2 


ho- 
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minated by three long points, fixed in the 
earth : behind the iron fence is the inge- 
nious Aſtor, drawing the arrow that the god 
of Delos taught him to dart: theſe haughty 
pretenders all wiſhed for the command. 
The ſoldiers eſteemed them equally ; ſome 


- 
— 


aking for Liger, others for Penthus ; the 


cavalry wiſhed for Aulon ; the archers 
aſked for Aſtor. | 


Tus four heroes darted ſevere looks at 
each other ; they burnt with indignation ; 
diſcord predominated. Each extolled his 


birth and atchievements, humiliating their 


rivals. The reviled darted in the middle 
of them, threatening and defying them: 
Aſtor ſeized his arrow ; Penthus balanced 
his dart ; Liger prepared his quoit ; and 
the ferocious Aulon his dreadful axe. 


Sor zA; 
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bl - OE IS 55 OTOL the eldeſt of the ſenators, 
3 | | | ruſhed in between them : What are you 
.es to do?' cried be; f are you going 
4Y to inſure the Romans the victory, andde- 
© prive the Marſes of their, . defenders ? 

© Does the vain glory of being a comman- 

* der excite your ambition beyond the love 

of your country? Oh Heavens | What ig 

© to become of the country, if its moſt wor. 
| © thy children take up arms againſt each , 
* other ! Do not imagine any perſonal in- 

© tereſt animates me; I am not diſpleaſed 
© at your wiſhing to aſpire to a rank that 
is probably due to my ſervices and age. 


© Glory conſiſts not in governing our 

* equals, but in conquering our enemies: 
each drop of blood ſpilt on another occa- 
* ſion, is injuring the ſtate. If the thirſtof 

« blood ſo much devours you, that you can- 


© not 
« & 1 


Fog 
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Tus whole army a . 
him: the competitors laid down- thear 
— Vow I. 5 8 arms, 


$a « not wait the arrival of the Romans, wan. 
* your ſpears tomards me. I baue lived 
8 too dong, to behold. heroes, and brothers, 
b rcady:to ſeize. each other. by the throas. 
*'  * Strike, Marſes—+>—Hold—firth.hearken te 

* © my advice: your bravery. ia equal ; your 

4 © birth—your exploits are equal: it istheſe 
FR great gifts of Heaven that ate the cauſe of 

4 your contentions. You want acommander; 
* * then let the fixengrh. of your body decide 

1 < that, which the inequality of your courage 
ſed © never can, Let an iron chain be faſtened 

ut WU <9 the top of chat ancient poplar, and 
ge. © whoever, by pulling the chain, breaks the 

me tree, or bends it to the ground, be ap» 

Ss. 

c. | 

of 

20t 
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arttis, and ſwote to Bopllanor, that they wd 
obey whoever was appointed. In the in- 
tant four of the Marſes climbed to the 

top of the poplar, and faſtened à long 
heavy chain: dreadful was the ang 
3 links. 

Tun elders were there 2 © 
victory ; the trumpeters ready to give'the 
ſignal, when they heard a voice, and per- 
ceived a young Marſe, with a tall majeſtic 
carriage, advancing towards them: meek- 
neſs and nobility were exprefſed in his 
- countenance ; drefled in a rich lion's ſkin, 
the golden clays crofſed his boſom the 


| 


7 


_— 


head of the animal, with its beautifpl 
white teeth, compoſed his helmet; buſ- 
kins half covered his legs; on his arm he 
carried a club, armed with iron points. 
nis 1 — 1 Young 
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Young and handſome as Apollo, ſtately as 


middle of che aſſembly, and looking reſpect- 


fully at the elders, thus addreſſed them: 


WIS ſenators, as I thought prudence, 
* and the talents of a warrior, were the ne- 
* ceffary accompliſhments of a general, I 
dare aſpire to the hopes of ſucceeding to 
* an honourof which my age ſcarcely renders 
* me wothy. I underſtand you have declar- 
* ed the ſtrongeſt ſhall be the commander: 
permit me to offer myſelf a candidate. 1 
cannot, like my noble rivals, pride myſelf 
on my pedigree. Marſes, I have no fore- 
< fathers ; but this lioh's ſkin; with which 
Jam Cloathed, covered Alcides the Greati 
and with this club he ſlew the hydra : theſe 
e * 
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h ih divrnge and Aringeh in dl tit 
d ſtempts' mie to the buperlment. The Re. 
mans {all give their opinien of the one; 
© yo, Marſes, deign to judge of the other. 


Tiro ſpoke che magnunimous Leo. 
All tile artny ſeeming much delighted, thi 
five candidates drew lots, who ſhould have 
the firſt chance: Pentheus was firſt, theh 
'Aftor, Liger, Nulon, and Leo laſt. 


- 


1 


Tux trumpets ſoutided;: the valiaiit 
Pentheus ſrized the chain, and ſhook it hard, 
but the tot never moved. Pentheus, quite 
inn nf n it tion 5 


Abbe an but 
"blame to gainthe prize, that he en- 


tirely 


nun roms. ge 
tirely "invoking his maſter -Appllo. 
The god, diſpleaſed at his diſeiple ingrati- 
tude, denied him all aſſiſtance; and in the 


feld the beautiful Aſtor was deprived of half 


his ſtrength : in vain did he endeavour to 
pull the chain to him, for the leaves were 
not even agitated. | 


Lien, full of joy, eagerly leaped 
towards the tree; ſo paſſing one hand 
through the ring of the chain, and with the 
all his ſtrength, he gave it a moſt violent jerk. 
All the leaves of the tree were in motion; 
they blew about, as if agitated by a gale of 
wind : but Liger, drained of his ſtrength, 
could not redouble it. The leaves ſoon re- 
turned to their former places, and the va- 
lure Liger retreated with much flower ftops 
than what he went thither, 
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Tux eyesof alltheſpedtators weie fixed 
on Aulon, who next advanced: he chte 
down his ſhield and cuiraſs, amuſing hin- 
ſelf for ſome moments, diſplaying his broad 
ſhoulders, and nervous arms. Twice he 
walked round the tree, looking flteriily, 
then ſuddenly, laying hold of the chain, 
as high as he could poſſibly reach, attacked 
it with all his ſtrength.» The poplar gave 
way; its head bent down; the whole army 
was congratulating him, when on a ſudden 
it ſprang back with great velocity, raiſed 
up the alarmed Aulon, who remained ſuſ- 
pended for ſome time, balancing at the will 
of the poplar ; - obliged to yield, he leaped 
on the ground, foaming with rage. 


IT was now Leo's: turn: he advanced, 
addreſſing himſelf in a low: voice to Hei- 


rv: 
ed 
ew 
m. 
ad 
he 
ly, 
in, 
ed 
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cules :'* Oh! ſon of Jupiter, exclaimed. 
ke, © deign to recolle& the hoſpitality thou: 
« didſt receive from the grandfather of my 
dear Camilla . Look down on me from the 
Heavens: one generous look will encou- 
rage, and fill me with ſtrength; conqueror, 
f or conquered, I vow ever to adore, and 

© offer up my ſacrifices to thee. "4 


H had ſcarcely finiſhed his ſupplica- 
tions, when he felt freſh vigour animate his 
whole frame. Through the firſt ring of the 
chain, he placed his feet; then taking hold 
of it as high as he could reach with his 
hands, and aſſembling all his ſtrength, bent 
down the head of the poplar, more ſlowly, 


but much lower than what Aulon had done.” 


Pleaſed with the hopes of ſucceeding, he 
reiterated his powers, again implored the 
aſſiſtance of Hercules, and reſigned himſelf 


us NUM 4 rourirrus. ese 
to his inſtigation, when tho tree gave way; 
he broke it, and with the chain fell to the 
ground, the prodigious head of the poplar 
being ing quite buried in its branches. 


Tux populace andarmy ſhouted; Leo wasby 
the ſenate proclaimed conquetor. Leo raiſed 
himſelf, and leaped from the maſs of broken 
leaves, thus addreſſing the ſoldiers : © Com- 
o panions; Law yout general z you have ſwore 
© to obey the ſtrongeſt, but ſtrength gives 
< way to wiſdom, I, doubtleſs, ſhall come 
mand you, but Sophanor will be my com: 
< mander. Sophanor has taken the field 
much oftener than we have ſeen battles ; 
© by bis experience ſhall our courage be 
© guided. Let Sophanot be your conv 
< mander, Leo your fupporter.” When he 


had thus faid, he proſtrated himſelf before 
* | THE 


I 


* 


* 
e be 


1 
* 3 
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Tux Marſes aſtoniſhed; thought in Leo 
they beheld a god. Sophanor ſhed tears of 
admiration : No, my child,” cried he, 
it is thou who art to be our chief. 
« Ah! what will not the Marſes do, 
© when headed by another Aleides ? My 
* ſon, thou haſt not deſpiſed my years; 
thou haſt not diſhonoured my grey hairs. 
Go, in victory will the gods reward thee. 


© ] foretell, and I return thanks to the gods, 


that they have left a little blood within 
* my ſhrivelled veins, to ſpill at thy fide, 
and a little voice to celebrate thy praiſes.” 


Mx father, anſwered Leo, it was for 

* thee alone I tried the experiment, that thou 
* mighteſt triumph: the gods granted the 
victory. I beg and intreat you to head us; 
if my prayers are not ſufficient, remember 
Vol. I. T. thou 


n NUNS Four uu busen . 


© thou haſt ſworn obedience, and Lover 
ib wn cdu ue. 


| 8 words determined the old man; 
he accepted the command, but exacded, 
that Leo ſhould be his colleague. They 
were by the army both. proclaimed. Soon 
Sophanor appeared, veſted in an ancient 
armour ; his age, yenerable appearance, 
and long white beard, inſpired every, be- 
holder with reſpect : his colleague ſtruck 
all with terror. They Jointly arranged the 
troops, diſpoſed the march, and only waitei 
the arrival of their confederates. | 


* 
* 


They arrived. The Pelignians, the 
Amiternes, the natives of Frentania, aud 
Caracene, all deſcended the Apennines, and 
joined the Marſes. Sophanor, to give the 

"dopant 


V. 
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departing ſignal, hoiſted in the air the image 
of a dragon, which the Marſes followed into 
battle. ob 


Bur a horrible, prodigy impeded and 


much affected the army. An eagle appear- 
ed in the middle of the heavens, holding in 
his terrible talons a bleeding dra gon, pant- 


ing for breath, writhing, and conteſting with! 


it, lancing his treble dart, and endeavour- 
ing to wound the bird of Jupiter. The 
ſoldiers immoveable, filently 'waited the 
event of the combat. In a few minutes, 
the victorious eagle, with his terrible 
beak, penetrated the green ſkin of his 
enemy, and daſhed it into the middle of 
the battalions belonging to the Marſes. 


War an omen for their warriors! Leo, 
who obſerved them all pale, ſeized the firſt 
Ta ; bow 


„ 
2 _ L : 
— 


140 NUMA POMPILIUS. Boot lx. 


bow which preſented to is fight he mark- 
ed the victorious eagle, fullowed it in the 


clouds with his eye, and ſhooting it with a 
ſteel arrow, it fell at his feet. © Thus, 
exclaimed he, * will I batter the Roman 
\ © eagles; thus will. I protect thoſe they 
_ © wiſh to enſlave. Fear not, Marſes : the 
| © beſt augury is the juſtice of the cavſe ; 


you fight for your country, but it is am- 
« bition that fires Romulus. March : 1 


* am perſuaded the gods will incline to- 
*-wards us. 


H1s ſentiments and manners chaced fear 
from every breaſt. The Marſes re- animated, 
the air re-echoed with their cries : under 
Leo's direction, they imagined themſelves 
unconquerable; all full of hope and 15 
proceeded on their Journey. 


Ix 
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| In the plain of Lucence, 'bounded on the 
north and eaſt by hills, and on the ſouth 
and weſt by foreſts, they met the Romans. 
Romulus, maſter of the wood, had erected 
his camp on the borders of the foreſt. So- 
phanor and Leo placed their s at the foot of 
the mountains: the river Fucin divided the 
two armies. 3 
RoMvLvs immediately advanced to the 
water ſide, to examine the poſition of his 
enemies : he examined and compared the 
ground they occupied with his own, com- 
puting the meaſure of the plain, not the 
ſmalleſt buſh eſcaped his notice: he ſound- 
ed the river, making himſelf acquainted | , 
with the part that was fordable. Thus cer- | 
tain of his obſervations, he returned to his 
tent, aſſembled his chiefs, and informed 
them, 


us NOMA FOMPILIUS. leer. 
| them, that on the morrow; at the den of 

| Aurora, he ſhould attempt to croſs the 
; priſe. | Romulus, in very few words, ex. 
plained the order of the attack; the place 
where each ſhould fight ; His intentions, if 
conqueror ; his remedy, if driven back : 
he convinced them, he had all difpoſed for 
a victory, and guarded againſt a defeat. 


Hrs old generals admired him: Numa 
was ſo delighted, he could not contain his 
tranfport. The day he ſo long wiſhed: for 
at length arrived l The happy moment of- 
fered for him ta deela e hintſelf worthy the 
affections of Herſtlia ! Fhe paſfienatelover 
flew to the Sabines quarters; he ſurveyed 
their tents, calling each chief, each foldier 
by thoirname: He proclaimed the battle; 
embraced, 
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embraced, cateſſed them; he, fighing, 
counted the hours: that were to paſs pre · 


vious to the commencement of the combat: 


ſo much was he enflamed, that he murmured 
againſt Romulus, for not 1 the 
paſlage that 9 


WII ee without referve, was 
indulging his agitated: ſentiments, he per- 


ceived a detachment of Romans, whom 


| they they had ſent to ſurpriſe a town, 
enter the camp, Alas} this cruel com- 
miſſion was too well executed: the Ro- 
mans brought with them wives, chil- 
dren, and old men: the hands of theſs 
unhappy people were tied behind chen; 


they marched with their heads bent down, 


their eyes bathed in tears; chu mothers, 
daughters, and huſbands, timidly behold 
each other, without dating to. ſpeak : 


vain 
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vain are their endes hoh to approach, to 


mix their tears. But the ſavage ſoldiers - 


denied them that happineſs : with threats 


they urged their lingering fteps, ſhewing | 


their lances, and bleeding irons. What 
barbarity ! They were far leſs inhuman to 
the animals, whom they conducted with 
the captives : they cruelly uſed the old 
men and women, but cheriſhed Www 
1 
Nun could not ſupport ſuch a ſight. 
He quitted every thing, to fly to the aſſiſt· 
ance of the unhappy. He ſoon arrived at 
the royal pavilion, where, ſtunned with the 
noiſe of the flock, he threw himſelf at Ro- 
mulus's feet. Oh! my king,” exclaimed 
he, © obſerve the horrors commutted in thy 
© name; behold the unfortunate, driven 
from their aſylums, laden with irons, and 
22 Ah! what have they done? 
What 


, 4 
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; « What are their etimes 7 Ah caſt down 
hy © thy enemies, ſacrifice thoſe who reſiſt, 
E let blood flow in battle; there the eru- 


| : elty will be excuſed : but to artack the 
| * wretched; who cannot reſiſt; to conquer 
4 gold men and women; to inſult thoſe who 
© are ſubdued, is a cowardice, 4 barbariſm, 
| that the immortals ought to puniſh; Son 


© of a god, it is thou, who art to ſee juſtice 
done: deliver up the captives ; ſend 
| themto their houſes; render up their 
5 Vovxsò man, ' interrupted Romulus, 
| I pity thy ignorance. - Thoſe ſlaves, thoſe 
* flocks, belong not to me, but to my 


| © warriors ; it is the recompence- of their 
| © bravery, labour, and blood. © Before I 
* think of humanity due to my enemies, I 
| * muſt behave with juſtice towards my com- 


© panions. I ought to divide the flaves 
Vor. I. U between 
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between my chiefs ; provided they have 
colin an eo; GEN 
N rags 


I. 


WII I' anſwered Numa, raiſing from 


his former poſition; am I not one of thy 


© chiefs, and ſhould I not be a partaker ? 


RomvLiys acknowledged his right. 


They brought him the urn of diſtribution : 


all advanced to ſhare the ſpoil, like a pack 
of hounds, who have hunted down a young 
ſtag, they reſpect the victim while the maſter 
is preſent ; but with eager eye, the wide 


mouth gluttons, impatiently wait the deli- 


very of the prize, between 2 and joy, 
panting for breath. 


Cxxks, who watched over Numa, and 
from the heavens applauded his humanity, 
Ceres 
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Ceres gave directions for the diviſion of the 
oil, and cauſed the greatelt lotto fll to 


Numa. 


Nous: attended by his priſoners, and 
their flocks, marched towards the thick fo- 
reſt, which environed thecamp. There, on 
the turf, he erected an altar, and covered 
it with wood, to conſume the victim. Chu- 
ſing a white heifer, he bathed” the horns 
with milk, and flaying it, put it on the 
log; he then addreſſed the following prayer 
to Ceres, before he approached the fire: 
© Oh ! daughter of Jupiter, to thee I offer 
© this victim: let wretchedneſs ever be 
my attendant, if I imagine the blood of 2 
* heifer ſufficient to attract thy aſſiſtance. ' 
It is not murdering an animal that pleaſes 
i . I am well perſuaded, the relief 

U 2 © of 
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| «66 ono nkkppy majhel affords them more 
delight than a hecatomb. Receive then, 
© Oh Ceres, an offering more worthy. of 
© thee,” Then turning towards the cap- 
| tives, he told them he gave them their li- 
herty : ©. You were. ſtripped of all your 
* wealth; the little I poſſeſs, I defire you / 
„will take : take all the flock; divide 
them between you, return to your houſes, 
* and ever bleſs and praiſe the name of 
Ceres, for it is to that goddeſs you are 
c indebted for your deliver“. 
Wänxx be thus ſpoke, the unhappy 
people remained with their heads bowed 
down, their hands claſped together, not 
able to perſliade themſelves but that they 
were dreaming, when Numa ſpoke again. 
A celeſtial flame deſcended 'on his head, 


a 
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winding three times round, then ſer fire to 
the log, which ſupported the victim. The 
wood immediately crackled, and blazed ; 
its flames aſcended towards the heavens; the 
thunder clapped, the clouds were broke, and 
a golden ſhield fell at Numa's feet; at the 
ſame time a loud voice, like the ſhout of an 


army, pronounced the following ſentence : 


* Whoever is the polleſſor of this ſhield, 
* ſhall eyer be unconquerable. Numa, the 
gods watch over thee ; thou haſt pleaſed 
them; thou haſt reſembled them, in ex- 
« erciling\.the talent of humanity.” Then 
the thunder ceaſed ; the air was calmed ; 
the victim was conſumed to a cinder ; an 
ambroſial odour diffuſed around, announced 


that it was a divinity which had been 


ſpeaking to Numa. 


N uita, 


| 
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Numa, who had ail now been prof. 
trated, aroſe ; his heart filled with that 
pleaſing comfort, of having acted well. 

He took up the celeſtial ſhield, and ex- 
amined it; it was of pure gold, hollowed in 
the manner of the Thracians : on it was ads. 
mirably wrought all the remarkable events 
which happened during the reignof Aſtrea; 
of that excellent reign, more eraſed from 
the minds of men, than any other ; becauſe 
nature is prone to bury good actions in ob- 
livion. On one fide was repreſented, the 
people grieveouſly afflicted by a famine, re- 
ceiving the half of their- neighbouring 
countrymen's wealth : there were brothers 
unanimouſly diminiſhing their patrimony; 
to raiſe a field for the orphans whom they 
met. Farther off was the father of a fa- 


mh, at the head oſ his children, reaping, 
ſeecretly 


WS 
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ſecretly plucking the ears of corn from the 


ſheaf, to ſtrew the gleaner's road. The 
celeſtial ſhield throughout repreſented ac 
tions of beneficence and virtue. The al- 


mighty artificer, no doubt, judged it right, 


that humanity ſhould form the n 
ingredient of a warrior. 


WI IE Numa ſurpriſed, was obſerving 
ſo admirable a work, the captives whom he 
had preſerved, formed, at his feet, a por- 
trait worthy ro be imprinted on the celeſtial 
buckler. On their knees, before Numa, 


with their arms ſtretched towards him, hex 


demonſtrated by their tears, and faltering 
accent, the acknowledgement of their great 


children to behold their deliverer ; their 
huſbands aſſembled to kiſs his garment ; the 
| 8 
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* „ Nu ennie bens 
1 dite penane] that the happieſt 
a deftiny would attend him ; all bathed in 
8 tears, bleſſed him, when the oldeſt man, - 

8 forcing through the crowd, reclining on a 
knotty ſtick, thus addreſſed himſelf to 

Numa: Irs ee ola pots (7176's 

Mar the gods, young man, return 

© thee all the good thou haſt done us ! we 

have never been enetilies to thy people: 

we are poor ſhepherds, living on the high 

© mountains which ſeparate the Marſes and 

Herniſces, independent of thoſe two peo. 

ple, though frequently oppreſſed by 

< them; we told the ſoldiers of Romulus 

© ſo, who, though perſuaded we were not 

enemies, treated us as ſuch : thou, on the 

© contrary, who didſt think we were, be- 

© haved to us like brothers. Go, the gods 

© will 
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„will protest lee perkaps they may rey - 
« thee, but thou ſhalt never fall, Farewell: 


« recolleQ the Rheates, thus ſhall we call 
* ourſelves : ſhouldſt thou ever deign to viſit 
our mountains, thou wilt hear our grand- 
« children bleſling and praiſing the name of 


Numa.“ After having thus ſpoke; the 


old man retired to preſide at the diviſion of 
the flock that Numa had giventhe Rheates, 
whilſt the young hero, withdrawing him- 
ſelf frotn a repetition of their acknowledge- 
ments, took up his golden ſhield, an big 
with thought, entered his camp. 


HERSILIA now had fole poſſeſſion of 
his thoughts. His heart, mingled with 
hope and joy, was entirely devoted to love: | 
in ſpite of himſelf his footſteps led him to 
the princeſs's tent. When he arrived at 
Vor. I. X rhe 
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the door, he had not refolution to enter 
the threſhold; He ſtopped, ſighed, and 
trembled to go farther. This warrior, who 
on his arm carried a ſhield, which rendered 
him unconquerible ; the hero, who, with · 
out an atom of fear, would dive into his 
enemies camp, dared not raiſe the purple 
' veil that incloſed the pavilion of his be · 


Ar length he lifted up the veil. His 
timid eyes ſought the princeſs : ſhe had quit , 
ted her tent, Numa became more bold; he 
advanced with ſteadier ſteps, pierced into 
her ſanctuary; in every corner he thought 
he ſaw her. Here lay her arms, her golden 
lyre :- there her garments, and the lion's 
ſkin on which ſhe takes her repoſe. Nu- 
ma remained motionleſs ; he dared not 
8 touch 


— 
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touch a ſingle thing, or even turn his head. 
A languidneſs ſeized him; he had not 
Na ſtrength to ſupport himſelf; he, trembling, 

reſted himſelf on a feat, which Herſilia had 


y previouſſy occupied. He breathed the 
110 ſame air that Herſilia had, which infatuated 
Ie him : his reaſon ſtrayed, his breaſt is op- 
85 preſſed, and a torrent of burning tears 
overflowed his face, 
© Ox a ſudden, a niyriad of voices re- 
* ſounded in the camp; the trumpets ſound- 
8 N ed, a fearful noiſe re · echoed from Romu · 
* lus's quarter, 5 Herſilia, Herfilia herſelf ! 
a the air troubled, the horſes diſperſed, arriy · 
6 ed, crying * to arma! She, with precipi · 


tation, laid hold of her helmet and darts, 

and without ſhield or cuiraſs, was for im- 

mediately returning to battle. - Ah! 
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NI vouribrs hers, 


| + princes exclimed Nun, ſtopping her, 
l g0 to prepare the Sabines for an at- 
tack: accept this ſhield „che gift of a 
mighty goddeſs ; in covering of thee, 

it will defend my life.“ When he had 
thus ſpoken, without waiting her anſwer, 
he left the celeſtial ſhield, and ran to fetch 
his brave ſoldiers. - | 5 
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 » T7 was Leo who had caufed this alarm: 

As ſoon as he perceived he was ſo near-the 
Romans, he formed the ſcheme of attack: 
ing them firſt, © Wiſe Sophanor, ſays he 
to his colleague, * reſt aſſured Romulus will 
© attack us to-morrow z it is to our glory 
to prevent it. As ſoon as the evening ſtar | 
© appears, I propoſe to quit my camp, at- 
* tended by three thouſand men: I will 
© ſwim acroſs the river, fire and death ſhall I 
C * carry 
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© carry to the very tent of Romulus; and 


* jf ſucceſs crowns my —_ 1 ſhall 
wigs NI IE a 


SoPHANOR embraced him, and ad 
with him to chuſe three thouſand Marſes, 
armed with ſhort ſwords, helmets without 
feathers, and their ſhields blackened : whoſe 


_ proweſs deſerved the honour, to march with 


Leo. As ſoon as darkneſs had ſuſpended it- 
ſelf over the earth, Leo eroſſed the river, 
arranged his ſoldiers in proper order, encou- 
raged, excited, and endeavoured to inſpire 
them with bravery equal to his own ; his 
ſoldiers, though preſſed on each other, 
kept the moſt profound ſilence, and prepoſ- 
ſeſſed with a certain idea of ſubduing un- 
der ſuch a commander, marched with 2 
quick light ſtep towards Romulus's quar- 
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ters. 
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Tur Ae n the van guard, put 

N and all they met, to the ſword, be- 
fore they could refiſt,; without being ſtop 
ped or diſcovered, they attained the tent 
belonging to Romulus; ſhouting, and over- 
turning all they met, they carried ſlaughter 
and conſternation to the door of the royal 
pavilion. 
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 RomvLlvs was alone in his tent, medi» 
rating on the attack for the morrow, At 
the firſt ruſtling he ſtarted up, liſiened, and 
| foamed with rage, when he diſtinguiſhed 
the cries of the conquerors. Furious at 
having been ſurpriſed by the barbarians, he 
quickly put on his helmet, took up his 
ſhield, ſeized his two darts, and raſhed 
into the midſt of the ſlaughter. He flew, 
he ſtruck ! he called! His rhundering 
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voice re-echoed at both ends of the camp, 


His  watriors ran in crowds ;- Horace; 


Miſenus, Brutus, and Abas, arrived armed: 
and found their valiant king alone, reſiſting 
their enemies. His heavy hand had already 
daunted the courage of Ophaltes, the brave 
Aulaſtor, Sopharis, and Corineus. The 
honour of purſuing Romulus coſt Pentheus, 

the unhappy Pentheus, his life. His dart 
pierced the cuiraſs of the king ; but that 
of Romulus pierced Pentheus's heart. The 
Marſes, ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, felt their 
ardour abandon them; they no longer en- 
deavoured to attack, but defend thems 


ſelves : preſſed on all fides, they * 
after, and aſked for Leo. 


LE o, who had penetrated into the apart- 
ments of Romulus, appeared in the inſtant, 
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woe band holding e in the other 
lazing faggot. At che ſight of him, the 
Romans opped/. and the Marſes/ ſhouts - 
xd for joy. The ſpirited Leo flew'to the 
head of them: he hurled his firebrands 
amongſt the Romans tents; with rapidity the 
fire. kindled, the cloth blazed, the. wood 
crackled. The fire ravaged too ſlowly; 
Leo, therefore had — to his club: 
he darted through the flames, ; ſacrificed 
Abas, Maſſicus, and Tiber Talaſſius fell 
at his fatal blow. The br Miſenus, for 
an inſtant, ſtopped him, but he ſoon tram- 
pled his body under his feet. Fire and 
death were Leo's attendants ; the rapid 
flames traverſed the roads, like the burning 
lava which deſcends from the ſummit of 
Mount tna, deluging the adjacent coun- 
try; ſhrubs, trees and rocks conſuming, 
float down the rolling conflagration. 
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} he ſought the place to wound! him ; then * 
balancing the ſtiongeſt-of -his-Uarts;/and © 
ould 1 e 'that-blow, 
perhaps, might for ever have decided tn: 

| achievements of the young hero: but > A . 
dart belonging to Romulus, falling againſt 2M 

| the heavy club with which Leo ftruck the 

| Romans, it penetrated into the knots and 

| points of iron, with which it was armed, = | 
and forced it out of its maſter's hand. 

| Lzo diſarmed, ſtopped, and looking | 


round him, perceived a ſtone of an amazing 
Vor. I. Y 
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